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Chapter 1 - Introduction AWN Consulting Limited

1.0 INTRODUCTION
11 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

This Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report has been prepared on behalf of
CAP Developments LLC (herein referred as ‘the Applicant’) to accompany a planning
application to An Bord Pleanéla (ABP) for the provision of a 110kV GIS Substation, 4
number transformers and Client Control Building within a fenced compound; a 49kVa
electrical supply to the 110kV GIS Substation; 2 number dropdown 110kV
transmission lines comprising two new masts and underground 110kV transmission
lines; and all associated and ancillary development at Drogheda IDA Business and
Technology Park, Donore Road, Drogheda, Co. Meath. Figure 1.1 presents the site
location.

Subject Site

Permitted data
storage facility

Figure 1.1b: Extract of MCA Architects Site Layout Plan — Reg. Ref.: LB/191735
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1.2

121

This development will hereafter be referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’. A full
description of the development is provided in Chapter 2 (Description of the Proposed
Development).

EirGrid will be the transmission system operator (TSO). ESB Networks will be the
transmission asset owner (TAO). (The company background and roles of the TSO
and TAO are summarised in Section 1.3).

The Proposed Development was assessed cumulatively (as a potential future
development that would be subject to a separate planning application and separate
Environmental Impact Assessment) as part of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) undertaken in respect of the application under Meath County
Council Reg. Ref.: LB/191735. The Proposed Development will be located primarily
within the overall site of this permitted data storage facility development.

CONTEXT
Legislative Requirements

The requirement for EIA for certain types and scales of development is set out in the
EIA Directives (2011/92/EU and 2014/52/EU), European Union (Planning and
Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 (the bulk of
which came into operation in September 2018), the European Communities
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 1989-2006, Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended) and the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001-2017. It should be noted that this EIA Report is prepared in
accordance with the 2011 EIA Directive (2011/92/EU), as amended by the 2014 EIA
Directive.

The EIA Directives list those projects for which an EIA is mandatory (Annex I) and
those projects for which an EIA may be required (Annex Il). With regard to Annex Il
projects, Member States can choose to apply thresholds or use case by case
examination or a combination of both to assess where EIA is required. In Ireland, a
combination of both has been applied.

The project proposed is not listed under Annex | EIA Directives. However, it exceeds
the relevant threshold as set out in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-
2019 for Annex Il projects. The threshold for “industrial estate development projects,
where the area would exceed 15 hectares” as set out in Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the
Regulations was considered to be most relevant threshold in the context of the
Proposed Development in the subject location. An EIA Report has been provided as
the Proposed Development is required to provide the permanent power supply for the
permitted data storage facility development.

The main objective of an EIA, as set out in Article 3(1) of the 2014 EIA Directive, is to
identify, describe and assess the direct and indirect significant impacts of a project on
population and human health, biodiversity, land, soils, water, air & climate (including
noise), material assets, cultural heritage and the landscape and the interaction
between the aforementioned factors. The EIA Report reports on the findings of the
EIA process to date and informs the Planning Authority, statutory consultees, other
interested parties and the public in general about the likely effects of the project on
the environment.

OLDBRIDGE SID EIAR Chapter 1, Page 2



Chapter 1 - Introduction AWN Consulting Limited

1.2.2

1.2.3

1.3

Format of the EIA Report

This EIA Report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of EIA
Directives (2011/92/EU and 2014/52/EU). It is prepared in the Grouped Format
Structure following the guideline structure set down in the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Draft “Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in Environmental
Impact Assessment Reports” (2017).

The “Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanala on carrying out
Environmental Impact Assessment” (August 2018) and the European Commission
Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report have
been considered in the preparation of the EIA report.

Using the Grouped Format Structure, the EIA Report examines each environmental
aspect in a separate chapter. Each chapter generally covers the following:

. Receiving Environment;

. Characteristics of the Proposed Development;

. Potential Impacts of the Proposed Development;

. Do-Nothing Scenario;

. Remedial and Mitigation Measures;

. Predicted Impacts of the Proposed Development; and
. Residual Impacts.

A Non-Technical Summary of the findings of the EIA Report is provided as a
separate document.

A Schedule of Mitigation measures to be implemented as part of the Proposed
Development is included in Appendix 1.1.

Cumulative impacts for each environmental topic are assessed in Chapter 16 of this
EIA Report.

Interactions i.e. the interrelationship between each environmental aspect, are
assessed as they occur in each chapter. The final chapter of the EIA Report, Chapter
17 shows where interactions have been identified and how they have been
addressed.

Need for the Proposed Development

The project is designed to support the power demand of the adjacent data storage
facility development permitted under Meath County Council Reg. Ref. LB/191735
and to serve the power needs of the Proposed Development on the overall
landholding of c. 19.46 hectares at the Drogheda IDA Business and Technology
Park. Any potential future subsequent phases of development will be subject to a
separate Planning Application(s) and environmental assessment as required.

COMPANY BACKGROUND
The Applicant provides data storage, management and dissemination. To date, the
Applicant has developed a number of data facilities in Ireland and are a significant

Irish employer.

As noted in Section 1.1, Eirgrid is the transmission system operator (TSO). Since
2006, Eirgrid has operated and developed the national high voltage electricity grid in
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14

15

1.6

Ireland. EirGrid is a state-owned company. EirGrid is independent from ESB. They
operate the flow of power on the grid and plan for its future, while ESB Networks (the
TAO) is responsible for carrying out maintenance, repairs and construction on the
grid. The grid moves wholesale power around the country. Eirgrid brings energy from
generation stations to heavy industry and high-tech users. They also supply the
distribution network operated by ESB Networks that powers every electricity
customer in the country.

As noted in Section 1.1, ESB Networks are the transmission asset owner (TAO). ESB
Networks is a subsidiary within ESB Group. ESB Networks finances, builds, and
maintains the transmission system through which electricity flows from generation
stations to bulk supply points near Ireland’s cities and towns. It does this under a
TAO licence granted by the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU). ESB
Networks performs its transmission related functions under the direction of Eirgrid.

In summary EirGrid operates the transmission system (TSO) while ESB Networks
carries out construction, maintenance, and repairs (TAO) under the direction of
EirGrid. For this Proposed Development, EirGrid will operate transmission stations,
including the existing Corduff substation and the proposed new GIS substation,
remotely from their control centres. However, ESB Networks will carry out all local
operations on Eirgrid’s behalf. Eirgird and ESB Networks are committed to running
their businesses in the most environmentally friendly way possible.

CONSULTATION

AWN, the Applicant and the project team have liaised with An Bord Pleanala (ABP) in
advance of lodgment of the application for the Proposed Development on August
11th. Previously consultation meetings were held with Meath County Council as part
of the application (for the permitted data storage development in which the Proposed
Development was presented as part of future infrastructure development, on the 23"
October 2019 and 27" November 2019.

AWN and the other respective EIA contributors/authors have incorporated advice and
comments received from Meath County Council and ABP into the relevant chapters
of this EIA Report.

REGULATORY CONTROL

The proposed transmission of electricity is not an EPA regulated activity in terms of
the Industrial Emissions Directive (Directive 2010/75/EU) (which replaced the IPPC
directive). The TSO and TAO will ensure the relevant regulatory requirements
relating to power activities are met.

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE EIA REPORT

The preparation and co-ordination of this EIA Report has been completed by AWN
Consulting in conjunction with specialist subcontractors. Specialist inputs were
provided by the following (Table 1.1):
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Table 1.1 Roles and Responsibilities in the EIA Report
Role Company
EIA Project Management AWN —Teri Hayes
Engineering Design Clifton Scannell Emerson Associates (CSEA)
EI:\ Sl Chapter Title Company & Consultant
Non-Technical Summary AWN - Input from each specialist
Chapter 1 Introduction AWN — Teri Hayes

Description of the Proposed

Chapter 2 AWN — Teri Hayes
Development
Chapter 3 (F;Iannlng and Development AWN — Teri Hayes
ontext
Chapter 4 Alternatives AWN — Teri Hayes
AWN — Teri Hayes / Elaine Neary with
Chapter 5 Population and Human Health specialist input from Damian Kelly and Ciara
Nolan
Land, Soils, Geology & .
Chapter 6 Hydrogeology AWN — Teri Hayes / Paul Conaghan
Chapter 7 H_ydrology (including Stage 1 Flood AWN - Teri Hayes / Paul Conaghan
Risk Assessment)
Chapter 8 Blodlvelrsny (including AA Moore Group — Ger O’Donohoe
Screening Report)
Chapter 9 Air Quality & Climate AWN — Dr Edward Porter and Ciara Nolan
Chapter 10 Noise & Vibration AWN — Damian Kelly
Chapter 11 Landscape and Visual Brady Shipman Martin - John Kelly
Chapter 12 Archaeological, Architectural and CRDS Ltd. — Dr Stephen Mandal

Cultural Heritage

Clifton Scannell Emerson Associates — Carol

Chapter 13 Traffic & Transportation Diaz Rosario

Chapter 14 Material Assets AWN - Elaine Neary

Waste Management (including

Chapter 15 C&D Waste Management Plan) AWN - Elaine Neary
Chapter 16 Cumulative Impact AWN — Input from each specialist
Chapter 17 Interactions- Interrelationship AWN — Teri Hayes

between the Aspects

Project Director, Teri Hayes, BSc MSc PGeo. Teri is a member of the International
Association of Hydrogeologists (Irish Group) — former president and a professional
member of the Institute of Geologists of Ireland Teri is a Director with AWN
Consulting with 25 years of experience in water resource management and
environmental assessment and risk analysis. She has project managed and
contributed to numerous environmental impact assessments and design of
appropriate mitigation measures, acted as an expert witness at public hearings,
lectured in EIA for post graduate classes and providing expert advice on EIA sections
for planning authorities.

Project Manager/EIA Co-ordinator/Selected Chapters, Elaine Neary, BA (Natural
Sciences), MApplISc. (Environmental Science) and is a Chartered Member of the
Institute of Waste Management (MCWIM). She is an Associate in AWN and has over
16 years’ experience in environmental consultancy with extensive experience in
Environmental Impact Assessment and EPA IED/IPPC and Waste Licence
Application and Co-Ordination. She has project managed, coordinated and prepared
specialist inputs for numerous EIA Reports.

Land, Soils, Geology, Hydrogeology & Hydrology, Teri Hayes, (as above)
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Paul Conaghan. Paul is an Environmental Consultant at AWN with over 8 years’
experience working in the environmental science and environmental engineering
fields. Paul holds a degree in Environmental Science from the University of Limerick
and a masters in environmental engineering from Queens University Belfast. Paul
has worked on a wide range of projects including hydrogeology, contaminated land,
project management, site geotechnical evaluations, site assessments specialising in
environmental impact assessment. Paul is a member of the International Association
of Hydrogeologists.

Air Quality & Climate, Ciara Nolan is an Environmental Consultant in the Air
Quiality section of AWN. She holds a BSc in Energy Systems Engineering from
University College Dublin and has also completed an MSc in Applied Environmental
Science at University College Dublin. She is an Associate Member of the Institute of
Air Quality Management. She specialises in the fields of ambient air monitoring,
indoor air monitoring and EIA.

Biodiversity/Appropriate Assessment, Ger O’Donohoe, Ger is a Consultant
Ecologist with Moore Group. Ger graduated from GMIT in 1993 with a B.Sc. in
Applied Freshwater & Marine Biology and completed an M.Sc. in Environmental
Sciences, graduating from TCD in 1999. Ger has over 20 years of experience as an
environmental consultant with experience in the planning and management of
numerous complex Environmental Impact Assessments for large scale developments
nationwide. He has wide ranging experience as an expert witness at public hearings.

Noise & Vibration, Damian Kelly is a Director and Principal Acoustic Consultant
with AWN Consulting. Damian holds a BSc from DCU and an MSc from Queens
University Belfast. He has over 18 years’ experience as an acoustic consultant. He is
a member of the Institute of Acoustics. He has extensive knowledge in the field of
noise modelling and prediction, having prepared the largest and most complex
examples of road and industrial noise models currently in existence in Ireland. He
was also co-author of the EPA document “Guidance Note for Noise: Licence
Applications, Surveys and Assessments in Relation to Scheduled Activities” (2012)
and advised in relation to the noise limits applied to commercial developments by the
various local authorities in the Dublin region.

Landscape and Visual, John Kelly, BArch (Hons) MRIAIL John is a qualified
Architect and Managing Partner of Brady Shipman Martin and has over 25 years’
experience of direct involvement in the planning, design and environmental
assessment of major infrastructure, industrial, educational, commercial, tourism,
leisure and energy projects, as well as large scale mixed-use master-plans. John
utilises and develops photographic, surveying and digital methodologies that assist in
establishing a thorough understanding of the three-dimensional characteristics of
sites and their context.

Archaeology, Dr Stephen Mandal (MIAI PGeo EurGeol) is co-founder (in 1997) and
managing director of CRDS Ltd. Stephen holds an honours science degree in
Geology (1991) and a PhD in Geoarchaeology He is professional member of the
Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland, the Institute of Geologists of Ireland, and the
European Federation of Professional Geologists. In 2009 Stephen was elected to
the Royal Irish Academy Committee for Archaeology, and in September 2009 was
elected as Vice Chairperson of the committee. Stephen is an experienced expert
witness and has a practical approach to mitigation design. CRDS is an award-
winning leader in undertaking the cultural heritage components of large-scale impact
assessments and has a diverse project portfolio. CRDS has undertaken a wide
variety of archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage assessments for quarries
including desk-based studies, archaeological impact assessments, pre-development
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1.7

testing, monitoring and excavation, including: Bunratty, Co. Clare (Archaeological
Assessment, Metal Detecting Survey, Monitoring & Excavation), Domard, Co.
Wicklow (Cultural Heritage Component of EIS), Boyle Bypass (Archaeological
Assessment Report of quarry).

Traffic & Transportation, Carol Diaz-Rosario, MSc Transport Planning and
Modelling. Carol is a Transportation Engineer with CSEA with 2 years of experience
in the traffic and transportation field. She has been involved in a variety of projects
involving transport planning, Modelling, Traffic and Transport assessments,
sustainable mobility planning, and engineering design. In addition to that, Carol has
undertaken junction analysis using modelling software such as LinSing3, ARCADY,
Vissim, and Vissum.

DESCRIPTION OF EFFECTS

The quality, magnitude and duration of potential effects are defined in accordance
with the criteria provided in the EPA Draft EIA Report Guidelines 2017 as outlined in
Table 1.2.
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Table 1.2. Description of Effects as per EPA Guidelines (Draft, 2017)
Effect -
Characteristic Term Description
Positive A change which improves the quality of the environment
Quality Neutral A change which does not affect the quality of the environment
Negative A change which reduces the quality of the environment
. An impact capable of measurement but without noticeable
Imperceptible
consequences
- An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
Not significant . ; .
environment but without noticeable consequences
. An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the
Slight . h N LS
environment without affecting its sensitivities
Sianificance Moderate An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner
g consistent with existing and emerging trends
Sianif An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity
ignificant iy :
alters a sensitive aspect of the environment
An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity
Very o - o
C) significantly alters the majority of a sensitive aspect of the
Significant X
environment.
Profound An impact which obliterates sensitive characteristics
Momentary Effects lasting from seconds to minutes
Effects
Brief Effects Effects lasting less than a day
Temporary Effects lasting less than a year
Effects
Short-term Effects lasting one to seven years.
Durati f Effects
Ef“f[si t';m ° Medium-term Effects lasting seven to fifteen years
Effects
Long-term Effects lasting fifteen to sixty years
Effects
Permanent Effects lasting over sixty years
Effects
Reversible Effects that can be undone, for example through remediation or
Effects restoration

Probability of

Likely Effects

The effects that can reasonably be expected to occur as a result of
the planned project if all mitigation measures are properly
implemented.

Effects The effects that can reasonably be expected not to occur because of
Unlikely Effects | the planned project if all mitigation measures are properly
implemented.
Impacts on the environment, which are not a direct result of the
Indirect Effects | project, often produced away from the project site or because of a
complex pathway.
c lati The addition of many minor or significant effects, including effects of
umulative other projects, to create larger, more significant effects.
. _— The environment as it would be in the future should no development
Do Nothing . .
of any kind be carried out
Type of "Worst case’ The effects arising from a project in the case where mitigation
Effects Effects measures substantially fail

Indeterminable

When the full consequences of a change in the environment cannot
be described

When the character, distinctiveness, diversity, or reproductive

Irreversible . . ;
capacity of an environment is permanently lost
. Degree of environmental change that will occur after the proposed
Residual AR
mitigation measures have taken effect
. Where the resultant impact is of greater significance than the sum of
Synergistic

its constituents
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1.8 ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENTS REQUIRED

This section addresses the additional approvals and assessments required under
other EU Directives and legislation.

. Appropriate Assessment Screening Report — a screening report has been
completed for the Proposed Development, as required under the Habitats and
Birds Directive (92/43/EEC and 79/409/EEC) and is included as Appendix
8.1. of this EIA Report; and

. Flood Risk Assessment - A Stage 1 Flood Risk Assessment has been
undertaken for the overall site and is appended to Chapter 7 Hydrology as
Appendix 7.2.

1.9 FORECASTING METHODS AND DIFFICULTIES IN COMPILING THE SPECIFIED
INFORMATION

Forecasting methods and evidence used to identify and assess the significant effects
on the environment for each environmental aspect are set out in each chapter.

There were no significant difficulties in compiling the specified information for this EIA
Report. Any issues encountered during the assessment of individual factors are
noted within the relevant chapters.
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Appendix 1.1 - Schedule of Mitigation Measures

Project
Phase

Mitigated
By

Justification

Mitigation Measures

References

General Envir

onmental Protection

Construction

Management

Environmental
Protection

All measures as outlined in the Construction
Environmental Monitoring Plan (CEMP) shall

be fully implemented for the duration of the
construction phase. The CEMP shall include but
not be limited to operational controls for dust,
noise and vibration, waste management,
protection of soils and groundwaters, protection
of flora and fauna, site housekeeping,
emergency response planning, site
environmental policy, environmental regulatory
requirements and project roles and
responsibilities. The CEMP shall also address
extreme of weather (drought, wind, precipitation,
temperature extremes) and the possible impacts
on receptors and mitigation of same. The CEMP
shall be treated as a live document and
communicated to all site personnel.

Construction &
Operation

Management

Environmental
Protection

The applicant shall, during both construction and
operational stages, maintain a Complaints
Register to record any complaints regarding but
not limited to noise, odour, dust, traffic or any
other environmental nuisance. The Complaint
Register shall include details of the complaint
and measures taken to address the complaint
and prevent repetition of the

complaint.

Construction

Management

Environmental
Protection

Prior to commencement of any development
works on the subject lands, the applicant shall
prepare a detailed Environmental Emergency
Response Plan for the construction and
commissioning stage of the proposed project.
This shall be treated as a live document and
communicated to all site personnel.
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Land, Soil and Geology
Construction Management Environmental The following requirements shall apply in
Pollution relation to land and soils:
a) Prior to the construction of the
building the applicant shall prepare
an earthworks schedule/plan and
programme (either as part of the
WMP or as a separate document) for
written agreement with the Planning
Authority identifying the extent of 17
05 04 material on site and its
treatment, should material be required
to be removed from site, the
programming of the removal, the
waste carriers and destination sites
requires detailing. The Applicant shall
ensure there is a robust document
tracking system to trace all
movements of 17 05 04.
b)  The applicant shall include, in the
CEMP, mitigation measures for
extreme weather conditions that may
affect earthworks moving and
stockpiling, in this case extreme high
temperatures resulting in drought
conditions, and where there may be
restrictions on the use of water for
conventional dust suppression and
heavy precipitation which may result
in slope instability or fines run-off from
stockpiled material.
Construction Management Environmental Subsoil will be excavated to facilitate the Environmental Protection Agency
Pollution construction of foundations, access roads, car (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
parking areas, expansion of drainage Information to be contained in
connections and other ancillary works. The Environmental Impact Assessment
proposed development will incorporate the Reports’ (2017);
reduce, reuse and recycle approach in terms of Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
soil excavations on site. The construction will be | ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
carefully planned to ensure only material Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
required to be excavated will be with as much of Environmental Impact Statements’
material left in situ as possible. Excavation (2013); and
arisings will be reused on site where possible National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009);
“Guidelines on protection of fisheries
during construction works in and
adjacent to waters” Inland Fisheries
Ireland (2016)
Construction Management Environmental It is unlikely any contaminated material will be Environmental Protection Agency
Pollution encountered during construction of the proposed | (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
development. Nonetheless, any excavation Information to be contained in
works will be carefully monitored by a suitably Environmental Impact Assessment
qualified person to ensure any potentially Reports’ (2017);
contaminated soil is identified and segregated Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
from clean/inert soil. In the unlikely event that ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
any potentially contaminated soils are Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
encountered, they should be tested and of Environmental Impact Statements’
classified as hazardous or non-hazardous in (2013); and
accordance with the EPA Waste Classification — | National Roads Authority (NRA)
List of Waste & Determining if Waste is ‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Hazardous or Non-Hazardous publication, Assessment and Treatment of
HazWasteOnline tool or similar approved Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
method. The material will then need to be for National Road Schemes’ (2009);
classified as inert, non-hazardous, stable non- Waste Management Act, 1996.
reactive hazardous or hazardous in accordance
with EC Decision 2003/33/EC. It should then be
removed from site by a suitably permitted waste
contractor to an authorised waste facility.
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Construction Management Soil and Water Stockpiles have the potential to cause negative Environmental Protection Agency
Protection impacts on air and water quality. The effects of (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
soil stripping and stockpiling will be mitigated Information to be contained in
against through the implementation of an Environmental Impact Assessment
appropriate earthworks handling protocol during Reports’ (2017);
construction. It is anticipated that any stockpiles Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGl)
will be formed within the boundary of the site and | ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
there will be no direct link or pathway from this Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
area to any surface water body. of Environmental Impact Statements’
(2013); and
National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
Construction Management Soil and Water Dust suppression measures (e.g. damping down | Environmental Protection Agency
Protection during dry periods), vehicle wheel washes, road (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
sweeping, and general housekeeping will ensure | Information to be contained in
that the surrounding environment are free of Environmental Impact Assessment
nuisance dust and dirt on roads. Reports’ (2017);
Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
of Environmental Impact Statements’
(2013); and
National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
Construction Management Soil and Water Where the material is to be reused on another Environmental Protection Agency
Protection site as a by-product (and not as a waste), this (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
will be done in accordance with Article 27 of the Information to be contained in
European Communities (Waste Directive) Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations 2011. EPA agreement will be Reports’ (2017);
obtained before re-using the spoil as a by- Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
product. Where material cannot be reused off ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
site it will be sent for recovery or disposal at an Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
appropriately authorised facility. of Environmental Impact Statements’
(2013); Inland Fisheries Ireland (2016)
“Guidelines on protection of fisheries
during construction works in and
adjacent to waters”, and
National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
Construction Management Soil and Water If any waste soil requires removal from site, it | Environmental Protection Agency
Protection should be classified by an experienced and | (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
qualified environmental professional to ensure | Information to be contained in
that the waste soil is correctly classified for | Environmental Impact Assessment
transportation and recovery/disposal offsite. Reports’ (2017);
Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
of Environmental Impact Statements’
(2013); Inland Fisheries Ireland (2016)
“Guidelines on protection of fisheries
during construction works in and
adjacent to waters”; and
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National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
Construction Management Soil and Water All fill and aggregate for the Proposed | Environmental Protection Agency
Protection Development will be sourced from reputable | (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
suppliers. All suppliers will be vetted for: | Information to be contained in
» Aggregate compliance certificates/declarations | Environmental Impact Assessment
of conformity for the classes of material specified | Reports’ (2017);
for the Proposed Development; | Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
* Environmental Management status; and | ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
» Regulatory and Legal Compliance status of the | Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
Company. of Environmental Impact Statements’
(2013); and
National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
Construction Management Soil and Water The following mitigation measures will be taken Environmental Protection Agency
Protection at the construction stage in order to prevent any (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
spillages to ground of fuels and prevent any Information to be contained in
resulting soil and/or groundwater quality impacts: | Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports’ (2017);
« Designation of a bunded refuelling areas on the | Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
site; ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
« Provision of spill kit facilities across the site; Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
* Where mobile fuel bowsers are used the of Environmental Impact Statements’
following measures will be taken: (2013); and
o Any flexible pipe, tap or valve will be fitted with | National Roads Authority (NRA)
a lock and will be secured when not in use; ‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
0 The pump or valve will be fitted with a lock and | Assessment and Treatment of
will be secured when not in use; Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
o All bowsers to carry a spill kit for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
o Operatives must have spill response training;
and
o Drip trays used on any required mobile fuel
units.
Construction Management Soil and Water In the case of drummed fuel or other potentially | Environmental Protection Agency
Protection polluting substances which may be used during | (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
construction the following measures will be | Information to be contained in
adopted: Environmental Impact Assessment
» Secure storage of all containers that contain | Reports’ (2017);
potential polluting substances in a dedicated | Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
internally bunded chemical storage cabinet unit or | ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
inside a concrete bunded area; | Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
« Clear labelling of containers so that appropriate | of Environmental Impact Statements’
remedial measures can be taken in the event of a | (2013); and
spillage; National Roads Authority (NRA)
« Al drums to be quality approved and | ‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
manufactured to a recognised standard; | Assessment and Treatment of
« If drums are to be moved around the site, they | Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
will be secured and on spill pallets; and | for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
* Drums to be loaded and unloaded by competent
and trained personnel using appropriate
equipment.
Construction Management Soil and Water Run-off from excavations/earthworks cannot be | Environmental Protection Agency
Protection prevented entirely and is largely a function of | (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
prevailing  weather conditions. Earthwork | Information to be contained in
operations will be carried out such that surfaces, | Environmental Impact Assessment
as they are being raised, shall be designed with | Reports’ (2017);
adequate drainage, falls and profile to control run- | Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGl)
off and prevent ponding and flowing. Correct | ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
management will ensure that there will be minimal | Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
inflow of shallow/perched groundwater into any | of Environmental Impact Statements’
excavation. (2013); Guidance to Storage and
Transfer of Materials for Scheduled
Activities (EPA, 2004); and
National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
Operational Prevention Soil and Water Care will be taken to ensure that exposed soil | Environmental Protection Agency
Protection surfaces are stable to minimise erosion. All | (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
exposed soil surfaces will be within the main | Information to be contained in
excavation site which limits the potential for any | Environmental Impact Assessment
offsite impacts. All run-off will be prevented from | Reports’ (2017);
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directly entering into any water courses/ drainage
ditches.

Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
of Environmental Impact Statements’
(2013); and

National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).

Protection

covered in hardstand (c. 3.76ha). This provides
protection to the underlying aquifer but also
reduces local recharge in this area of the aquifer.
As the area of aquifer is large this reduction in
local recharge will have no significant change in
the natural hydrogeological regime.

Operational Prevention Soil and Water Prior to operation of the proposed development, | Environmental Protection Agency
Protection a comprehensive set of operational procedures | (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
will be established (based on those used at other | Information to be contained in
similar facilities) which will include site-specific | Environmental Impact Assessment
mitigation measures and emergency response | Reports’ (2017);
measures. Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
of Environmental Impact Statements’
(2013); and
National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
Operational Prevention Soil and Water In order to minimise any impact on the underlying | Environmental Protection Agency
Protection subsurface strata from material spillages, the fuel | (EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
storage tank is located above ground in a | Information to be contained in
designated fuel storage bund with an impervious | Environmental Impact Assessment
base. Drainage from the bund will be diverted to | Reports’ (2017);
foul sewer. Delivery of fuel will be undertaken | Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
following a documented procedure which | ‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
minimises risk of spills and spill | Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
containment/clean-up kit shall be readily available | of Environmental Impact Statements’
on site. (2013); and
National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
Operational Prevention Soil and Water A proportion of the development area will be | Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA ) Draft ‘Guidelines on the
Information to be contained in
Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports’ (2017);

Institute of Geologists of Ireland (IGI)
‘Guidelines for the preparation of Soils
Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters
of Environmental Impact Statements’
(2013); and

National Roads Authority (NRA)
‘Guidelines on Procedures for the
Assessment and Treatment of
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology
for National Road Schemes’ (2009).
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Hydrology

Construction

Management

Environmental
Protection

Prior to the commencement of development on
site, the applicant shall submit for the written
agreement of the Planning Authority appropriate
certified documentation from a suitably qualified
and appropriate professional person
demonstrating that:

a)

b)

c)

From a flooding perspective, the
proposed development does not have
a detrimental effect on third parties.
Access routes to and from the
proposed development will remain
operable during critical flood events.
Details of appropriate finished floor
levels have been agreed with a
nominee of the Planning Authority.

Construction &
Operation

Management

Environmental
Protection

The following requirements shall apply regarding
surface water and groundwater protection during
the construction and operation of the proposed
development:

a)

b)

<)

d)

e)

f)

The Applicant shall agree, in writing,
with the Local Authority a protocol for
reporting and managing accidental
spillages during construction and
operation stage that may cause soil
contamination or ground or surface
water pollution.

All hydrocarbons, chemicals and oils
storage tanks required for the
construction and decommissioning
stages shall be bunded to a volume
not less than the greater of the
following:

i. 110% of the capacity of the largest
tank within the bunded area; or

ii. 25% of the total volume of
substance which could be stored
within the bunded area.

Refuelling of plant and machinery shall
take place at dedicated refuelling
areas only as detailed in the CEMP.
The Applicant shall ensure adequate
supply of spill kits and hydrocarbon
absorbent pads are stocked on site
The dedicated bunded area shall be
located at least 30m from
watercourses

The applicant shall include as part of
the Construction Environmental
Management

Plan measures to ensure silts,
washwaters, chemical, etc. are not
discharged to ground or surface
waters.
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Construction

Management

Environmental
Protection

A detailed CEMP will be prepared and
maintained by the appointed contractors during
the construction phase of the proposed project.
The CEMP will cover all potentially polluting
activities and include an emergency response
procedure. All personnel working on the site will
be trained in the implementation of the CEMP. At
a minimum, the CEMP will be formulated in
consideration of the standard best international
practice including, but not limited, to:

» CIRIA, (2001), Control of Water Pollution from
Construction Sites, Guidance for Consultants
and Contractors, (C532) Construction Industry
Research and Information Association;

 CIRIA (2002) Control of water pollution from
construction sites: guidance for consultants and
contractors (SP156) Construction Industry
Research and Information Association;

» CIRIA (2005), Environmental Good Practice on
Site (C650); Construction Industry Research and
Information Association;

*« BPGCSO005, QOil Storage Guidelines;

» CIRIA 697 (2007), The SUDS Manual; and

» UK Pollution Prevention Guidelines, (PPG) UK
Environment Agency, 2004.

CIRIA, (2001), Control of Water
Pollution from Construction Sites,
Guidance for Consultants and
Contractors, (C532) Construction
Industry Research and Information
Association;

CIRIA (2002) Control of water pollution
from construction sites: guidance for
consultants and contractors (SP156)
Construction Industry Research and
Information Association;

CIRIA (2005), Environmental Good
Practice on Site (C650); Construction
Industry Research and Information
Association;

BPGCS005, Oil Storage Guidelines;
CIRIA 697 (2007), The SUDS Manual;
UK Pollution Prevention Guidelines,
(PPG) UK Environment Agency, 2004.

Construction

Prevention

Water protection

Run-off water containing silt will be contained on
site via settlement tanks and treated to ensure
adequate silt removal. Silt reduction measures
on site will include a combination of silt fencing,
settlement measures (silt traps, silt sacks and
settlement tanks/ponds)

Should any discharge of construction water be
required during the construction phase, the
discharge will be treated using a sediment trap
or siltbuster as required.

As above

Construction

Prevention

Water protection

The temporary storage of soil will be carefully
managed. Stockpiles will be tightly compacted to
reduce runoff and graded to aid in runoff
collection. This will prevent any potential
negative impact on the storm water drainage and
the material will be stored away from any surface
water drains. Movement of material will be
minimised to reduce the degradation of soil
structure and generation of dust. Excavations
will remain open for as little time as possible
before the placement of fill. This will help to
minimise the potential for water ingress into
excavations. Soil from works will be stored away
from existing drainage features to remove any
potential impact.

As above

Construction

Prevention

Surface and
groundwater
Protection

The following mitigation measures will be taken
at the construction stage in order to prevent any
spillages of fuels and prevent any resulting
impacts to surface water systems;

« Designation of a bunded refuelling areas on the
site;

« Provision of spill kit facilities across the site;

« Where mobile fuel bowsers are used the
following measures will be taken:

o Any flexible pipe, tap or valve will be fitted with
a lock and will be secured when not in use;

0 The pump or valve will be fitted with a lock and
will be secured when not in use;

o All bowsers will carry a spill kit and operatives
must have spill response training; and

o Portable generators or similar fuel containing
equipment will be placed on suitable drip trays.

As above

Construction

Prevention

Surface and
groundwater
Protection

In the case of drummed fuel or other potentially
polluting substances which may be used during
construction the following measures will be
adopted:

« Secure storage of all containers that contain
potential polluting substances in a dedicated
internally bunded chemical storage cabinet unit
or inside a concrete bunded areas;

« Clear labelling of containers so that appropriate
remedial measures can be taken in the event of

As above
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a spillage;

« All drums to be quality approved and
manufactured to a recognised standard,;

« If drums are to be moved around the site, they
should be done so secured and on spill pallets;
and

* Drums to be loaded and unloaded by
competent and trained personnel using
appropriate equipment.

Construction

Prevention

Surface and
groundwater
Protection

All ready-mixed concrete will be brought to site
by truck. A suitable risk assessment for wet
concreting will be completed prior to works being
carried out which will include measures to
prevent discharge of alkaline waste waters or
contaminated storm water to the underlying
subsoil. Wash-down and washout of concrete
transporting vehicles will take place at an
appropriate facility offsite.

As above

Construction

Prevention

Surface and
groundwater
Protection

Temporary storage of soil will be carefully
managed in such a way as to prevent any
potential negative impact on the receiving
environment. The material will be stored away
from any surface water drains (see Surface
Water Run-off section above). Movement of
material will be minimised to reduce degradation
of soil structure and generation of dust.

As above

Construction

Prevention

Surface and
ground Water
Protection

All staff will be trained in spill containment
measures and emergency response.

As above

Construction

Prevention

Surface and
ground Water
Protection

All excavated materials will be visually assessed
for signs of possible contamination such as
staining or strong odours. Should any unusual
staining or odour be noticed, samples of this soil
will be analysed for the presence of potential
contaminants to ensure that historical pollution of
the soil has not occurred. Should it be
determined that any of the soil excavated is
contaminated, this will be segregated and
appropriately disposed of by a suitably
permitted/licensed waste disposal contractor.

As above

Operational

Management

Surface and
ground Water
Protection

The containment measures planned will
minimise the risk of release of solid/ liquid
material spillages to the water environment.
Containment measures will include storage of
fuels on site in bunded containers or
compartments. The design of all bunds will
conform to standard bunding specifications - BS
EN 1992-3:2006, Design of Concrete Structures
— Part 3: Liquid retaining and containment
measures.

As above
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Biodiversity

Construction
and Operation

Protection

Ecological
Protection
(Biodiversity))

Potential impacts on birds will be avoided by
cutting of vegetation outside the bird nesting
season March 1st to August 31st.

CIRIA Report C532 of Water Pollution
from Construction Sites.

CIEEM (2016) Guidelines for
Ecological Impact Assessment in the
UK and Ireland. Institute of Ecology
and Environmental Management.
Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government
(2010) Guidance on Appropriate
Assessment of Plans and Projects in
Ireland (as amended February 2010).
EC (2000) Managing Natura 2000
sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the
‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC.

EC (2001) Assessment of plans and
projects significantly affecting Natura
2000 sites: Methodological guidance
on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4)
of the Habitats Directive 92/43EEC.
European Commission, Brussels.

Construction
and Operation

Protection

Ecological
Protection (Bats)

‘Bat-sensitive’ lighting techniques will be
incorporated into the lighting plan, which will
avoid or minimise any potential impacts of
lighting on bats.

‘Bat-sensitive lighting’ for this development
would have the following design principles:

« If lighting is required near site boundaries, the
lighting poles will be installed on the boundary
and will face inwards (i.e. towards the centre of
the site). This will ensure that lighting is not
directed outside the site boundaries.

« All lights around the site boundary will be fitted
with directional hoods and/or luminaires to direct
the light downwards onto targeted areas and to
prevent unnecessary light-spill.

« The intensity of lighting will be kept to the
minimum level required for safety and security.
* Low-UV LEDs or low / high pressure sodium
lamps will be the preferred bulb type, as they
have least adverse effect on bats. Mercury,
metal halide or high-UV LED bulbs will not be
used.

These measures will apply both to temporary
lighting during the construction of the Proposed
Development, and to permanent lighting during
the operation of the development.

CIRIA Report C532 of Water Pollution
from Construction Sites.

CIEEM (2016) Guidelines for
Ecological Impact Assessment in the
UK and Ireland. Institute of Ecology
and Environmental Management.
Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government
(2010) Guidance on Appropriate
Assessment of Plans and Projects in
Ireland (as amended February 2010).
EC (2000) Managing Natura 2000
sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the
‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC.

EC (2001) Assessment of plans and
projects significantly affecting Natura
2000 sites: Methodological guidance
on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4)
of the Habitats Directive 92/43EEC.
European Commission, Brussels.
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Air, Dust and Climatic Factors

Construction &
Operation

Management

Dust
Management &
Emissions

The following requirements shall apply
in relation to Air and Climate Change
during the construction and operation
of the proposed development:

a) Dust emissions shall not
exceed 350mg/m?/day.

b)  The Applicant shall also
include in the CEMP
mitigation measures for
extreme weather conditions
that may affect air quality, in
this case extreme high
temperatures resulting in
drought conditions, and
where there may be
restrictions on the use of
water for conventional dust
suppression.

c) The Applicant shall record
the actual construction
vehicle and plant emissions
to air, this shall include all
plant used on site and all
deliveries to and from the
site for the duration of the
project.

d) The Applicant, contractor
and sub-contractors shall
endeavour to utilise low
energy and low emissions
vehicles and plant where
possible, this shall be
detailed in the CEMP.

e) Burning of waste, including
green waste, is prohibited
on site.

f)  Should a developed area,
either existing or future,
become suitable for a district
heating system, the
Applicant shall provide the
necessary infrastructure,
technology and plant from
the Data Centre to the
boundary of the site for
connection by others.

Construction Management

Dust
Management

At the construction planning stage, the
siting of activities and storage piles will
take note of the location of sensitive
receptors and prevailing wind
directions in order to minimise the
potential for significant dust nuisance.
As the prevailing wind is
predominantly south-westerly, locating
construction compounds and storage
piles downwind (to the north-east) of
sensitive receptors will minimise the
potential for dust nuisance to occur at
sensitive receptors.

‘Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from
Demolition and Construction’ (IAQM, 2014);
‘Planning Advice Note PAN50 Annex B:
Controlling The Environmental Effects Of
Surface Mineral Workings Annex B: The Control
of Dust at Surface Mineral Workings’ (The
Scottish Office, 1996); ‘Controlling the
Environmental Effects of Recycled and
Secondary Aggregates Production Good
Practice Guidance’ (UK Office of Deputy Prime
Minister, 2002); ‘Controlling Particles, Vapours
& Noise Pollution From Construction Sites’
(BRE, 2003); ‘Fugitive Dust Technical
Information Document for the Best Available
Control Measures’ and the USA (USEPA,
1997). ; and ‘Compilation of Air Pollutant
Emission Factors, AP-42, Fifth Edition’
(periodically updated) (USEPA, 1986).
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can be a significant source of fugitive

Construction Prevention Dust When rainfall is greater than ‘Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from
Management 0.2mm/day, dust generation is Demolition and Construction’ (IAQM, 2014);
generally suppressed (UK Office of ‘Planning Advice Note PAN50 Annex B:
Deputy Prime Minister (2002), BRE Controlling The Environmental Effects Of
(2003)). The potential for significant Surface Mineral Workings Annex B: The Control
dust generation is also reliant on of Dust at Surface Mineral Workings’ (The
threshold wind speeds of greater than Scottish Office, 1996); ‘Controlling the
10 m/s (19.4 knots) (at 7m above Environmental Effects of Recycled and
ground) to release loose material from | Secondary Aggregates Production Good
storage piles and other exposed Practice Guidance’ (UK Office of Deputy Prime
materials (USEPA, 1986). Particular Minister, 2002); ‘Controlling Particles, Vapours
care should be taken during periods of | & Noise Pollution From Construction Sites’
high winds (gales) as these are (BRE, 2003); ‘Fugitive Dust Technical
periods where the potential for Information Document for the Best Available
significant dust emissions are highest. | Control Measures’ and the USA (USEPA,
The prevailing meteorological 1997). ; and ‘Compilation of Air Pollutant
conditions in the vicinity of the site are Emission Factors, AP-42, Fifth Edition’
favorable in general for the (periodically updated) (USEPA, 1986).
suppression of dust for a significant
period of the year. The following
measures should be taken in order to
avoid dust nuisance occurring under
unfavorable meteorological conditions:
» The Principal Contractor or
equivalent must monitor the
contractors’ performance to ensure
that the proposed mitigation measures
are implemented and that dust impacts
and nuisance are minimised,
* During working hours, dust control
methods will be monitored as
appropriate, depending on the
prevailing meteorological conditions;
» The name and contact details of a
person to contact regarding air quality
and dust issues shall be displayed on
the site boundary, this notice board will
also include head/regional office
contact details;
« It is recommended that community
engagement be undertaken before
works commence on site explaining
the nature and duration of the works to
local residents and businesses;
» A complaints register will be kept on
site detailing all telephone calls and
letters of complaint received in
connection with dust nuisance or air
quality concerns, together with details
of any remedial actions carried out;
« It is the responsibility of the
contractor at all times to demonstrate
full compliance with the dust control
conditions herein; and,
« At all times, the procedures put in
place will be strictly monitored and
assessed.
Construction Management Dust The dust minimisation measures shall ‘Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from
Management be reviewed at regular intervals during | Demolition and Construction’ (IAQM, 2014);
the works to ensure the effectiveness ‘Planning Advice Note PAN50 Annex B:
of the procedures in place and to Controlling The Environmental Effects Of
maintain the goal of minimisation of Surface Mineral Workings Annex B: The Control
dust through the use of best practice of Dust at Surface Mineral Workings’ (The
and procedures. In the event of dust Scottish Office, 1996); ‘Controlling the
nuisance occurring outside the site Environmental Effects of Recycled and
boundary, site activities will be Secondary Aggregates Production Good
reviewed, and satisfactory procedures Practice Guidance’ (UK Office of Deputy Prime
implemented to rectify the problem. Minister, 2002); ‘Controlling Particles, Vapours
& Noise Pollution From Construction Sites’
(BRE, 2003); ‘Fugitive Dust Technical
Information Document for the Best Available
Control Measures’ and the USA (USEPA,
1997). ; and ‘Compilation of Air Pollutant
Emission Factors, AP-42, Fifth Edition’
(periodically updated) (USEPA, 1986).
Construction Prevention Dust Movement of construction trucks along | ‘Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from
Management site roads (particularly unpaved roads) | Demolition and Construction’ (IAQM, 2014);

‘Planning Advice Note PAN50 Annex B:

11
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dust if control measures are not in
place. The most effective means of
suppressing dust emissions from
unpaved roads is to apply speed
restrictions. Studies show that these
measures can have a control
efficiency ranging from 25 to 80% (UK
Office of Deputy Prime Minister, 2002).

* A speed restriction of 20 km/hr will be
applied as an effective control
measure for dust for on-site vehicles
using unpaved site roads;

« Access gates to the site shall be
located at least 10m from sensitive
receptors where possible;

» Bowsers or suitable watering
equipment will be available during
periods of dry weather throughout the
construction period. Research has
found that watering can reduce dust
emissions by 50% (USEPA, 1997).
Watering shall be conducted during
sustained dry periods to ensure that
unpaved areas are kept moist. The
required application frequency will vary
according to soil type, weather
conditions and vehicular use; and,

» Any hard surface roads will be swept
to remove mud and aggregate
materials from their surface while any
unsurfaced roads shall be restricted to
essential site traffic only.

Controlling The Environmental Effects Of
Surface Mineral Workings Annex B: The Control
of Dust at Surface Mineral Workings’ (The
Scottish Office, 1996); ‘Controlling the
Environmental Effects of Recycled and
Secondary Aggregates Production Good
Practice Guidance’ (UK Office of Deputy Prime
Minister, 2002); ‘Controlling Particles, Vapours
& Noise Pollution From Construction Sites’
(BRE, 2003); ‘Fugitive Dust Technical
Information Document for the Best Available
Control Measures’ and the USA (USEPA,
1997). ; and ‘Compilation of Air Pollutant
Emission Factors, AP-42, Fifth Edition’
(periodically updated) (USEPA, 1986).

which determine their potential for dust
emissions.

» Overburden material will be protected
from exposure to wind by storing the
material in sheltered regions of the
site. Where possible storage piles
should be located downwind of
sensitive receptors;

» Regular watering will take place to
ensure the moisture content is high
enough to increase the stability of the
soil and thus suppress dust. The
regular watering of stockpiles has
been found to have an 80% control
efficiency (UK Office of Deputy Prime
Minister, 2002);

» Where feasible, hoarding will be
erected around site boundaries to
reduce visual impact. This will also
have an added benefit of preventing
larger particles from impacting on
nearby sensitive receptors.

Construction Prevention Dust Land clearing / earth-moving works ‘Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from
Management during periods of high winds and dry Demolition and Construction’ (IAQM, 2014);
weather conditions can be a significant | ‘Planning Advice Note PAN50 Annex B:
source of dust. Controlling The Environmental Effects Of
Surface Mineral Workings Annex B: The Control
* During dry and windy periods, and of Dust at Surface Mineral Workings’ (The
when there is a likelihood of dust Scottish Office, 1996); ‘Controlling the
nuisance, watering shall be conducted | Environmental Effects of Recycled and
to ensure moisture content of Secondary Aggregates Production Good
materials being moved is high enough | Practice Guidance’ (UK Office of Deputy Prime
to increase the stability of the soil and Minister, 2002); ‘Controlling Particles, Vapours
thus suppress dust; and, & Noise Pollution From Construction Sites’
* During periods of very high winds (BRE, 2003); ‘Fugitive Dust Technical
(gales), activities likely to generate Information Document for the Best Available
significant dust emissions should be Control Measures’ and the USA (USEPA,
postponed until the gale has subsided. | 1997). ; and ‘Compilation of Air Pollutant
Emission Factors, AP-42, Fifth Edition’
(periodically updated) (USEPA, 1986).
Construction Prevention Dust The location and moisture content of ‘Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from
Management storage piles are important factors Demolition and Construction’ (IAQM, 2014);

‘Planning Advice Note PAN50 Annex B:
Controlling The Environmental Effects Of
Surface Mineral Workings Annex B: The Control
of Dust at Surface Mineral Workings’ (The
Scottish Office, 1996); ‘Controlling the
Environmental Effects of Recycled and
Secondary Aggregates Production Good
Practice Guidance’ (UK Office of Deputy Prime
Minister, 2002); ‘Controlling Particles, Vapours
& Noise Pollution From Construction Sites’
(BRE, 2003); ‘Fugitive Dust Technical
Information Document for the Best Available
Control Measures’ and the USA (USEPA,
1997). ; and ‘Compilation of Air Pollutant
Emission Factors, AP-42, Fifth Edition’
(periodically updated) (USEPA, 1986).
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significant emissions, rather than an
inefficient attempt to control them once
they have been released, will
contribute towards the satisfactory
performance of the contractor. The
key features with respect to control of
dust will be:

* The specification of a site policy on
dust and the identification of the site
management responsibilities for dust
issues;

» The development of a documented
system for managing site practices
with regard to dust control;

» The development of a means by
which the performance of the dust
minimisation plan can be regularly
monitored and assessed,;

« The specification of effective
measures to deal with any complaints
received.

Construction Prevention Dust Spillage and blow-off of debris, ‘Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from
Management aggregates and fine material onto Demolition and Construction’ (IAQM, 2014);
public roads should be reduced to a ‘Planning Advice Note PAN50 Annex B:
minimum by employing the following Controlling The Environmental Effects Of
measures: Surface Mineral Workings Annex B: The Control
of Dust at Surface Mineral Workings’ (The
« Vehicles delivering or collecting Scottish Office, 1996); ‘Controlling the
material with potential for dust Environmental Effects of Recycled and
emissions shall be enclosed or Secondary Aggregates Production Good
covered with tarpaulin at all times to Practice Guidance’ (UK Office of Deputy Prime
restrict the escape of dust; Minister, 2002); ‘Controlling Particles, Vapours
« At the main site traffic exits, a wheel & Noise Pollution From Construction Sites’
wash facility shall be installed if (BRE, 2003); ‘Fugitive Dust Technical
feasible. All trucks leaving the site Information Document for the Best Available
must pass through the wheel wash. In | Control Measures’ and the USA (USEPA,
addition, public roads outside the site 1997). ; and ‘Compilation of Air Pollutant
shall be regularly inspected for Emission Factors, AP-42, Fifth Edition’
cleanliness, as a minimum on a daily (periodically updated) (USEPA, 1986).
basis, and cleaned as necessary.
Construction Management Dust The pro-active control of fugitive dust ‘Guidance on the Assessment of Dust from
Management will ensure that the prevention of Demolition and Construction’ (IAQM, 2014);

‘Planning Advice Note PAN50 Annex B:
Controlling The Environmental Effects Of
Surface Mineral Workings Annex B: The Control
of Dust at Surface Mineral Workings’ (The
Scottish Office, 1996); ‘Controlling the
Environmental Effects of Recycled and
Secondary Aggregates Production Good
Practice Guidance’ (UK Office of Deputy Prime
Minister, 2002); ‘Controlling Particles, Vapours
& Noise Pollution From Construction Sites’
(BRE, 2003); ‘Fugitive Dust Technical
Information Document for the Best Available
Control Measures’ and the USA (USEPA,
1997). ; and ‘Compilation of Air Pollutant
Emission Factors, AP-42, Fifth Edition’
(periodically updated) (USEPA, 1986).
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Noise and Vibration

Construction &
Operation

Management

Noise &
Vibration

The following requirements shall apply
regarding Noise and Vibration during
the construction and operation of the
proposed development:

a)

b)

<)

d)

e)

f)

9)

During the construction
phase noise levels at noise
sensitive locations shall not
exceed 70dB(A) between
0700 to 1900 hours Monday
to Friday and 0800 to 1400
hours Saturday and 45dB(A)
at any other time. Noise
exceedance activities must
be agreed in writing with
Meath County Council prior
to the activity taking place.
The construction works shall
be carried out in accordance
with the noise guidance set
out by BS 5228-1 :2009
Code of Practice for Noise
and Vibration Control on
Construction and Open
Sites and the NRA
Guidelines for the treatment
of Noise and Vibration in
National Roads Schemes.
The applicant and/or his
contractor shall establish
protocol for informing
residents at noise sensitive
receptors of scheduled
noise emitting activities
outside normal working
hours and shall maintain for
inspection a noise
complaints register.

The applicant and/or his
contractor shall give
consideration to utilising low
noise and vibration emitting
construction plant and tools.
The applicant shall, at a
minimum for construction
noise, employ noise
mitigation measures as
detailed in the outline
CEMP, these shall be
developed as necessary.
During the day to day
operational phase noise
levels when measured at
noise sensitive receptors as
identified in the EIAR shall
not exceed the following
limits;

55dB L Aeq, 15 min (daytlme)
50dB L aeq, 15 min (€VENING)
45dB L Aeq, 15 min (nlght tlme)
Vibration from the
construction activities shalll
be limited to the following;
1. At Less than 10Hz,

8mml/s,

2. At10to 50 Hz,
12.5mm/s

3. at50to 100Hz,
20mm/s.

This is the allowable
vibration (in terms of peak
particle velocity) at the
closest part of

sensitive property to the/a
source of vibration.
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Construction

Management

Noise Pollution

Management of noise and vibration on
site will be minimised and managed
through the implementation of the
following measures:

- Limit the hours during which the site
activities likely to create high levels of
noise or vibration are permitted;

- Establish channels of communication
between the contractor/developer,
Local Authority and residents. Appoint
a site representative responsible for
matters relating to noise and vibration;
- Monitoring typical levels of noise and
vibration during critical periods and at
sensitive locations, and,;

- All site access roads will be kept
even so as to mitigate the potential for
vibration from lorries.

British Standard BS 5228:2009+A1:2014 (Parts
1 and 2) Code of practice for noise and vibration
control on construction and open sites

EPA Draft Guidelines on the information to be
contained in Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports (EIAR) (2017) and draft revised
Guidelines on information to be contained in
Environmental Impact Statements; and Advice
Notes for preparing EIS (2015).

Draft ‘Guidelines for Noise Impact Assessment’
produced by the Institute of Acoustics/Institute of
Environmental Management and Assessment
Working Party.

Construction

Management

Noise Pollution

It is envisaged that a variety of
practicable noise control measures will
be employed. These may include:

- selection of plant with low inherent
for generation of noise and/or vibration
- erection of barriers as necessary
around items such as generators or
high duty compressors;

- situate any noisy plant as far away
from sensitive properties as permitted
by site constraints and the use of
vibration isolated support structures
where necessary.

As above

Construction

Management

Noise Pollution

Vibration from construction activities
be limited to the values set out in
Chapter 10 Noise and Vibration of the
EIAR. It should be noted that these
limits are not absolute but provide
guidance as to magnitudes of vibration
that are very unlikely to cause
cosmetic damage. Magnitude of
vibration slightly greater than those in
the EIAR are normally unlikely to
cause cosmetic damage, but
construction work creating such
magnitudes should proceed with
caution. Where there is existing
damage these limits may need to be
reduced by up to 50%.

As above

Operational

Management

Noise Pollution

Noise from external plant will be
minimised by the following measures:

« Purchasing low noise generating
equipment, and,;

« Incorporating appropriately specified
in line attenuators for stacks and
exhausts where necessary.

With due consideration as part of the
detailed design process, this approach
will result in the site operating well
within the constraints of the best
practice guidance noise limits that
have been adopted as part of this
detailed assessment.

As above
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Landscape and Visual Assessment

Construction

Management

Landscape
Protection

The site should be managed in an
orderly manner, with perimeter fencing
and hoarding kept in good condition,
and vehicular access managed to
avoid congestion outside the
development site. All vehicular traffic
leaving the site should be clean, and
the local road network kept clean in
accordance with the CEMP.

EPA Draft ‘Guidelines on the information to be
contained in Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports’ (2017)

‘Draft Advice Notes for preparing Environmental
Impact Statements’ (2015)

Construction

Management

Landscape
Protection

Building materials, design detail and
textural finishes shall be in accordance
with the submitted drawings and
documentation.

Construction

Management

Landscape
Protection

No additional signage shall be erected
on the lands or buildings without the
appropriate authorisation of the
Planning Authority.
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Archaeological, Architectural and Cultural Heritage

Construction Protection Protection of Substantial sub-surface archaeological features EPA Draft ‘Guidelines on the
Local Heritage have been identified through geophysical survey | information to be contained in
and archaeological testing within the site Environmental Impact Assessment
boundary. Reports’ (2017)
‘Draft Advice Notes for preparing
The following programme of works is being Environmental Impact Statements’
implemented: (2015)

« A suitably qualified archaeological consultant
(CRDS Ltd) has been appointed to oversee the
works and undertake the required archaeological
excavations, monitoring and reporting;

« A suitably qualified archaeological contractor
(IAC Ltd) has been appointed to undertake the
archaeological excavations;

« Archaeological excavation works are on-going
at the site (as of 27-Aug-2020) and are due for
completion by November 2020.

* The guidelines for archaeological excavation
works are being followed with respect to the
excavation works (see 2017 Code of Practice for
Archaeology agreed between the Minister for
Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs and Transport Infrastructure Ireland; see
also 2012 Best Practice Standard:
Archaeological services in fixed price contracts).
« In accordance with the above guidelines and
licensing conditions, a full report on findings will
be submitted to the National Monuments
Service.
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Traffic and Transportation

in place to reduce the impact on the surrounding
environment:

1. The contractor will be required to provide
wheel cleaning facilities, and regular cleaning of
the sites construction and main access road will
be carried out;

2. Temporary car parking facilities for the
construction workforce will be provided within the
site and the surface of the car park will be
prepared and finished to a standard sufficient to
avoid mud spillage onto adjoining roads, and;

3. Monitoring and control of construction traffic
will be ongoing during construction works.
Construction traffic will be managed to avoid
unnecessary trips during peak hours.

Construction Prevention Traffic Prior to the commencement of development on
Congestion site, the application shall submit a Construction
Stage Traffic Management Plan for the written
agreement of the Planning Authority.
Construction Prevention Traffic During the construction phase of the TII Traffic and Transport Assessment
Congestion development, the following measures will be put | Guidelines, 2014;

Design Manual for Urban Roads and
Streets (DMURS), 2013, Department
of Transport, Tourism and Sport &
Department of Environment,
Community and Local Government.
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Material Assets: Water Supply, Drainage & Utilities

Construction

Management

Continuation of
Services

Ongoing consultation with MCC, Irish Water,
Eirgrid, ESB Networks and other relevant service
providers within the locality and compliance with
any requirements or guidelines they may have
will ensure a smooth construction schedule
without disruption to local and business
community.

Construction

Management

Surface Water
Infrastructure

The excavation of trenches relating to the cable
installation within the vicinity of existing electrical
services will be carried out in consultation with
ESB Networks to ensure there is no impact on
existing users.

Construction

Management

Surface Water
Infrastructure

Strict quality control measures will be
undertaken while laying pipes to minimise or
eradicate infiltration and ex-filtration.

Construction

Management

Foul Sewer
Infrastructure

Foul drainage for the Proposed Development will
be in accordance with the relevant standards for
design and construction, including the Irish
Water Code of Practice for Wastewater
Infrastructure, The Building Regulations
Technical Guidance Document (TGD) ‘Part H' &
the Regional Code of Practice for Drainage
Works.

Construction

Management

Continuation of
Services

The works contractor will be obliged to put best
practice measures in place to ensure that there
are no interruptions to services. It is not
anticipated that there will be any interruptions to
services, but should interruptions be anticipated,
they will be agreed in advance.

Building Regulations Technical
Guidance Document H Drainage and
Waste

Water Disposal, Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local
Government (2010)
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Waste Management

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

The following requirements and standards shall
apply to waste management arsing during the
construction and operation of the proposed
development:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

The Applicant shall prepare a Waste
Management Plan (WMP) for the
proposed development for the written
agreement of the Planning Authority
prior to the commencement of any site
activity. The WMP shall include but not
be limited to project description,
legislation requirements, demolition
waste, construction phase waste,
categories of construction waste,
anticipated hazardous waste, non-
construction waste, segregation of
waste streams, estimated waste
generated, waste hierarchy and
adherence to same, roles and
responsibilities and communication of
WMP, details of recovery and disposal
sites, details of waste hauliers, record
keeping and documentation, waste
audit procedures. The WMP shall be
prepared in accordance with "Best
Practice Guidelines on the Preparation
of Waste Management Plans for
Construction and Demolition Projects"
(2006) and "Guidelines for the
Management of Waste from National
Road Construction Road Projects"”
(Rev. 2014), the WMP shall also take
cognisance of the current Regional
Waste Management Plan in particular
to the upper tiers of the Waste
Hierarchy. All waste generated on site
shall be recovered/ disposed of at an
authorised facility and transported by
an authorised collector. The WMP
shall be treated as a live document
and communicated to all relevant
personnel.

All waste generated during
construction, including surplus
excavation material to be taken off-
site, shall be only recovered or
disposed of at an authorised site
which has a current Waste Licence or
Waste Permit in accordance with the
Waste Management Acts, 1996 to
2008. This shall not apply to the reuse
of excavated material within the
applicant’s site boundary.

The applicant shall ensure that all
waste removed from the site is
collected and transported by an
authorised collector. The applicant
shall ensure that all activities
pertaining to the collection and
transportation of waste are as detailed
on the waste collection permit.

The applicant shall manage all waste
streams during the construction and
commissioning stage of the project in
accordance with the DOECLG "Best
Practice Guidelines on the Preparation
of Waste Management Plans for
Construction and Demolition Projects”
(2006) and shall take cognisance of
the current Regional Waste
Management Plan in particular to the
upper tiers of the Waste Hierarchy.
The Applicant shall provide to the
Local Authority, on completion of the

20




Appendix 1.1 - Schedule of Mitigation Measures

works, a comprehensive report
detailing the management of the all
waste streams generated during the
construction and commissioning
stages of the project. This shall
include but not be limited to type of
waste streams, amount of each waste
stream generated, destination of
waste streams (including final
destination if applicable), percentage
of waste re-used, recycled, recovered
and disposed, and prevention and
minimisation initiatives undertaken.

f)  Inthe event it is necessary to import
soil and stone or topsaoil for any
element of the proposed development
to Applicant shall ensure a Certificate
of Registration or Waste Facility
Permit as per the Waste Management
(Facility and Registration) Regulations
2007, as amended is secured in
advance of the works

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

A project specific C&D WMP has been prepared
in line with the requirements of the guidance
document issued by the Department of
Environment Heritage and Local Government
(DoEHLG). Adherence to the high-level strategy
presented in this C&D WMP will ensure effective
waste management and minimisation, reuse,
recycling, recovery and disposal of waste
material generated during the construction
phase of the Proposed Development. Prior to
commencement of construction, the
contractor(s) will be required to refine/update this
document to detail specific measures to
minimise waste generation and resource
consumption and provide details of the proposed
waste contractors and destinations of each
waste stream.

The Eastern-Midlands Region (EMR)
Waste Management Plan 2015 — 2021.
The Meath County Development Plan
2013 - 2019.
European Communities Council
Decision  2003/33/EC  establishing
criteria and procedures for the
acceptance of waste at landfills
pursuant to Article 16 of and Annex Il to
Directive 1999/31/EC

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

Building materials will be chosen with an aim to
‘design out waste’

As above

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

On-site segregation of waste materials will be
carried out to increase opportunities for off-site
reuse, recycling and recovery — it is anticipated
that the following waste types, at a minimum, will
be segregated:

o Concrete rubble (including ceramics, tiles and
bricks);

o Plasterboard;

0 Metals;

o Glass; and

o Timber.

As above

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

Left over materials (e.g. timber off-cuts, broken
concrete blocks/bricks) and any suitable
construction materials shall be re-used on-site,
where possible

As above

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All waste materials will be temporarily stored in
skips or other suitable receptacles in designated
areas of the site

As above

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

Any hazardous wastes generated (such as
chemicals, solvents, glues, fuels, oils) will also
be segregated and will be stored in appropriate
receptacles (in suitably bunded areas, where
required)

As above

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

A person responsible for waste management will
be appointed by the main contractor(s) to ensure
effective management of waste during the
excavation and construction works

As above

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All construction staff will be provided with
training regarding the waste management
procedures

As above
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Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All waste leaving site will be reused, recycled or
recovered where possible to avoid material
designated for disposal

As above

Construction

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All waste leaving the site will be transported by
suitable permitted contractors and taken to
suitably registered, permitted or licensed
facilities

As above

Operational

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All waste materials will be segregated into
appropriate categories and will be temporarily
stored in appropriate bins or other suitable
receptacles in a designated, easily accessible
areas of the site.

As above

Operational

Management

Environmental
Pollution

On-site segregation of all waste materials into
appropriate categories including (but not limited
to):

» Dry Mixed Recyclables;

« Organic food/green waste;

« Mixed Non-Recyclable Waste;

« Batteries (non-hazardous and hazardous);

« Waste electrical and electronic equipment
(WEEE) including computers, printers and other
ICT equipment; and

« Cleaning chemicals (solvents, pesticides,
paints, adhesives, resins, detergents, etc.).

As above

Operational

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All waste materials will be stored in colour coded
bins or other suitable receptacles in designated,
easily accessible locations. Bins will be clearly
labelled with the approved waste type to ensure
there is no cross contamination of waste
materials

As above

Operational

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All waste collected from the development will be
reused, recycled or recovered where possible,
with the exception of those waste streams where
appropriate facilities are currently not available

As above

Operational

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All waste leaving the site will be transported by
suitable permitted contractors and taken to
suitably registered, permitted or licensed
facilities

As above

Operational

Management

Environmental
Pollution

All waste leaving the site will be recorded and
copies of relevant documentation maintained

As above

22




Chapter 2 — Description of the Proposed Development AWN Consulting Limited

2.0

2.1

2.2

221

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
INTRODUCTION

As described in Chapter 1 (Introduction), the Applicant is applying to ABP for
planning permission for the provision of a two storey 110kV GIS substation and
associated dropdown 110kV transmission lines, along with associated and ancillary
works, hereafter referred to as the ‘Proposed Development. The Proposed
Development is further described in section 2.2.2.

The following chapter presents a description of the Proposed Development as
required by the relevant planning legislation, Directive 2011/92/EU of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on the assessment of the
effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, as amended by the
2014 EIA Directive (2014/52/EU) (herein referred to as the EIA Directive), European
Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2018, the current EPA “Guidelines on the Information to be Contained
in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports” 2017 and the EPA Draft “Advice
Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements” (2015) (herein referred to as
the EPA Draft Advice Notes for EIS 2015). Guidance outlined in the ‘Environmental
Impact Assessment of Projects - Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental
Impact Assessment Report” published by the European Commission in 2017 was
also considered in the preparation of this EIA Report.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE APPLICATION

Description of Site

The proposed development is to be located on a site within the Drogheda IDA
Business and Technology Park, Donore Road, Drogheda, Co. Meath. The
development is located to the north of the data storage facility permitted under Reg.
Ref.: LB/191735. The Proposed Development lies to the east of the M1 motorway
linking Dublin and Belfast, and on the western extremity of Drogheda. The wider
landholding in which the Proposed Development is located comprises a site which is
served by existing roads infrastructure implemented as part of the setting out of the
IDA Business and Technology Park. The wider landholding is subject to an extant
permission (MCC ref: LB/191735) for a data storage facility and ancillary
development hereafter referred to as the ‘Permitted Development’. The Permitted
Development is currently under construction.

The Proposed Development is situated within the townland of Rathmullan and
comprises an area of c. 3.077 hectares. The Proposed Development land is
currently undeveloped with the exception of elements of road infrastructure. The
Proposed Development site is bound to the south east by the remainder of the IDA
Business and Technology Park. To the south is a data storage development/
Permitted Development which is currently under construction, to the north by
undeveloped lands, to the west by the M1 Motorway, and to the east by an existing
estate road within the IDA Business and Technology Park.

The north and east of the GIS substation compound is largely defined by agricultural
lands, as well as some once-off developments associated with these agricultural
holdings. Larger residential developments also exist north of the Proposed
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Development site, such as residential developments in Tredagh (c. 750m north of
the Proposed Development site) and Riverbank (c. 330m north of the Proposed
Development site). The River Boyne flows west-to-east ¢c. 1km north of the site.

The ducting for the 49kVa electric connection will run along the road located to the
south of the International Fund Services (Ireland) Limited property. Further east of
the Proposed Development lands, the area is largely defined by medium- to high-
density residential uses, with residential developments such as Beechwood and
Cedarfield within 200m of the eastern and north-eastern boundaries of the Proposed
Development site.

— =3

Figure 2.1: Subject site outlined in red with wider land holding outlined in blue

The Proposed Development site is primarily undeveloped (covered in grass and
scrub) with the exception of the portion of the site which extends onto an existing
access road, and a portion of the existing main estate road (to provide a 49kVa
electrical supply to the 110kV GIS Substation).

The land slopes from west to east and is bound to the north and west by maturetree
planting which was implemented at the time that the IDA Business and Technology
Park was originally established at this location in the early 2000s.

2.2.2 Proposed Development Description

The Proposed Development primarily comprises the provision of a substation
compound and associated dropdown 110kV transmission lines, along with
associated and ancillary works and is described as follows:

The proposed substation compound is subdivided into two parts. The western part of
the compound will accommodate a two storey 110kV GIS substation building (with a
gross floor area of c. 1,447 sq.m). The eastern part of the compound will
accommodate four transformers and a single storey client control building (with a
gross floor area of c. 423 sq.m) and associated underground services. Both parts of
the substation compound are enclosed within 2.6 metre high security fencing.

The proposed dropdown 110kV transmission lines will connect the proposed 110kV
GIS substation building to existing 110kV overhead transmission lines traversing the
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subject site to the west of the proposed substation and will comprise the provision of
two dropdown masts (c. 16 meters in height) and associated overhead transmission
lines, transitioning to underground transmission lines set within ducts that will
subsequently progress into the 110kV GIS Substation building, which will in turn
connect to the four transformers.

The development includes access paths, landscaping, security fencing, provision of
internal access roads and car parking within the GIS substation compound, provision
of a 49kVa electricity connection (c. 544 metres in length, connecting to existing
electrical services in the main avenue of the Drogheda IDA Business and Technology
Park) for the GIS substation building, a unit substation, lightning masts, services, all
associated construction works, and all ancillary works.

Figure 2.1 presents the red line boundary. Figure 2.2a present the GIS substation,
transformer bays and client control building. Figure 2.2b presents the route of the
49kVA electrical supply.
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Figure 2.2 Proposed site layout plan illustrating red line boundary
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Figure 2.2b Proposed Site Layout showing route of the 49kVA grid route.
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2020)

The design of the two proposed underground 110kV transmission lines will comprise
a double 110kV circuit installed underground in high-density polyethylene (HDPE)
ducting. The 110kV cables will be a standard XLPE (cross-linked polyethylene)
copper cable. XLPE does not contain oil, therefore there is no risk of migration of oil
into the ground in the event of a failure (such as a short circuit, a joint fail, a
termination failure etc.). These types of failures would not have the potential to result
in a perceptible environmental impact.

The trenches to install the 110kV transmission lines will run parallel to each other
along the length of the route, the separation of the 2 circuits will vary from 4m to c.
8m the separation is depending on the existing ground conditions and existing
underground services. The optimum depth of excavation required to facilitate
installation of the ducting, as specified by CSEA, is 1.2m below ground level but may
increase to up to c. 1.5m. The typical width of each trench is 1.0m, however this may
vary depending on ground conditions and existing services. Between five and six
separate ducts will be installed in each trench. For the purposes of this assessment,
reference to the ‘transmission line’ includes both circuits. A typical cross section of
the trench is illustrated in Figure 2.3.
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SCALE 1:10

Figure 2.3 Typical Cross Section of Trench for Underground Cable (Source: CSEA, January

The design of the 49kVA underground cable will comprise a looped 10kV circuit
installed underground in uPVC ducting. The 10kV cables will be a standard
XLPE (cross- linked polyethylene) Aluminium cable. XLPE does not contain oil,
therefore there is no risk of migration of oil into the ground in the event of a failure
(such as a short circuit, a joint fail, a termination failure etc.).

The installation of the uPVC ducting will require the excavation of one trench along
the route; the trench will contain one 10kV circuit. Between two and four separate
ducts will be installed the trench.
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The optimum depth of excavation required to facilitate installation of the ducting
is 0.95-1m below ground level (bgl) but may increase to up to c. 1.5m at utility
crossings. The optimum width of the trench is c¢c. 0.6m, however this may vary
depending on ground conditions and existing services to up to ¢. 1m. A typical
cross section of the trench is illustrated in Figure 2.4.
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Figure 2.4

Typical Cross Section of Trench for Underground Cable (Source: ESBN, May 2019)
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2.2.3 Proposed Site Infrastructure and Secondary Facilities

2231 Surface Water Drainage

Rainwater runoff from the proposed 110kV GIS substation will discharge to the
surface water drainage network for the Permitted Development (MCC Planning Ref.
LB/191735). The surface water drainage network for the Permitted Development was
designed to accommodate surface water drainage from the Proposed Development.,
As such, there is capacity for the Permitted Development to accommodate runoff
from the Proposed Development. This is further described in Chapter 7 and the
Engineering Services Report — Water and Drainage Services, prepared by Clifton
Scannell Emerson Associates (CSEA).

Stormwater will be attenuated within a detention basin (with a capacity of 7,549m3).
In addition, permeable paving will be installed at the site under car parking areas
which will provide additional attenuation. The attenuated storm water will be
discharged to the existing IDA stormwater system via storm water rising main at a
controlled rate of 39.07 I/s, which is the equivalent greenfield runoff rate for an area
of 18.6 ha, which is the Permitted Development site catchment area. A shut off valve
is included in the design to ensure that discharges from the overall landholding can
be shut off in the event of a fire or other form of surface water contamination event.

The drainage design for the Proposed Development includes a Class 1 full retention
separator downstream of the fuel unloading area and a Class 1 bypass interceptor
upgradient of the detention basin to ensure the quality of surface water discharge is
controlled prior to attenuation and discharge offsite. In addition, a hydrodynamic solid
separator is provided within the drainage network to screen rubbish, debris and
sediment from the surface water runoff before it enters the attenuation basin.

Further detail on the storm water drainage system and the basis of its design is
provided in the Engineering Services Report — Water and Drainage Services,
prepared by Clifton Scannell Emerson Associates (CSEA), which accompanies this
planning application. Chapter 7 Hydrology and Chapter 14 Material Assets address
the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on storm water drainage.

2232 Foul Drainage

Domestic effluent arising from the facility building will be collected in a proprietary
pumping system which will pump via a 63mm dia rising main and connect to the
newly constructed foul drainage network designed as part of the Permitted
Development and discharged to the existing IDA foul sewer before out falling by
gravity to the MCC foul sewage network. The wastewater discharged (peak 5l/sec
and average flow 0.6l/sec) from the site will ultimately discharge to the Drogheda
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP). Irish Water (IW) provided a confirmation of
feasibility (CoF) for the Permitted Development (including the requirements of the
Proposed Development) 2019 (IW Reference Number: CDS19007702). A copy of
the IW connection agreement and CoF is included in Chapter 14, Appendix 14.1.

Further detail in relation to wastewater emissions is presented in the CSEA
Engineering Services Report — Drainage and Water Services, which accompanies
this planning permission and in Chapter 7 Hydrology and Chapter 14 Material Assets
of this EIA Report. There are no process wastewater emissions to the foul drainage
system.

2233 Water Supply
Water will only be required for the welfare facilities at the GIS substation. This will be
provided via a connection to the watermain for the Permitted Development. The
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water demand for the Proposed Development will be minimal due to the low
frequency of use of the welfare facilities. Chapter 6 Hydrology and Chapter 13
Material Assets address the impacts on water supply.

The underground double circuit transmission cables from the proposed substation
and the underground 49kVA cable installation from the existing substation do not
require any water supply.

Irish Water (IW) provided a confirmation of feasibility (CoF) for the Permitted
Development (including the requirements of the Proposed Development) (IW
Reference Number: CDS19007702). A copy of the IW connection agreement and
CoF is included in Chapter 14, Appendix 14.1.

2234 Electricity

The proposed 110kV GIS substation and two no. 110kV transmission line are
designed to support power demand for the Permitted Development and with two bays
for future development. The 49kVA cable installation is intended to provide a house
power supply to the proposed GIS substation.

2.2.3.5 Fire Water System
A fire water ring main for the Permitted Development will be extended to the GIS
Substation as required to provide firefighting water to hydrants in the event of a fire.

2.2.3.6 Security, Access and Lighting

The main site access is along the eastern boundary of the site. It forms a T-junction
with the IDA Business and Technology Park access road, at a point approximately
260 metres north of Donore Road. The IDA Business and Technology Park access
road, in turn, connects to Donore Road at its roundabout junction with Donore Road
and the Drogheda Retail Park access road. A maximum speed limit of 20km/hour will
be in place on the access road. A pair of access gates will be manned and
maintained by security personnel at this entrance 24/7. (The access gates have been
designed to act as a truck lock as and when required).

Construction traffic will enter and exit the site via the construction site access, which
forms a roundabout junction with the IDA Business and Technology Park access
road, at a point approximately 100 metres north of Donore Road. Once construction
of the Proposed Development is complete, this additional entrance will be for
emergency access and occasional HGV deliveries.

A record will be maintained of all personnel visiting the site (including deliveries etc.).
All visitors to site will be monitored and supervised at all times.

A 2.4m high security fence will be constructed around the perimeter of the Proposed
Development.

CCTV cameras will be installed at strategic locations around the facilities to ensure
all boundaries and approaches to the facilities are adequately monitored. A motion
detection system (passive infra-red system known as a “red wall”) combined with
CCTV and security lighting will be utilised.

The lighting design (both security and environmental lighting) has been assessed
and optimised for the site, to ensure no obtrusive glare, light spillage or other light
nuisance on neighbouring residential receptors or business users. These sensitive
receptors are discussed in more detail in Chapter 5 (Human Health and Population).
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Access arrangements and potential traffic safety impacts are considered in Chapter
13 Traffic and Transportation.

Car parking (5 no. spaces) will be provided in the GIS building for maintenance staff
and visitors attending the site.

2.2.3.7 Oil Storage

There is a requirement for oil storage for the transformers. The maximum storage is
c. 36 m3and this will be stored within a bunded area which is greater than 110% of
the storage capacity. A float switch will operate to ensure that any collected water is
pumped to sewer. A backup generator will also have a small bunded diesel tank with
a maximum storage is c. 1 m3. This is located within the building structure.

2.2.4 Indicative Future Development
The EIA Report for the Permitted Development (MCC Planning Ref.: LB/191735)

illustrated an indicative masterplan for future development of data storage facility
buildings, See Figure 2.5.

Indicative
Future Building
3

Indicative
Future Building
2

Figure 2.5.

The indicative masterplan indicates the potential for future development of two further
data storage facility buildings (Buildings 2 and 3) to the north of Building 1. These
may be developed by the Operator over the coming years, subject to customer
demand. The design of the indicative future developments, if proceeded with, will be
further developed and refined in future and will be subject a separate planning
application(s) and EIA Report(s). The potential cumulative impact of the Proposed
Development with the permitted and indicative future developments has been
assessed in Chapter 16 (Cumulative Impacts) of this EIA Report as far as practically
possible, having regard to the preliminary nature of that plan.
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2.3

231

EXISTENCE OF THE PROJECT

Under the current Draft EPA Guidelines on the information to be contained in EIA
Reports, the description of the existence of the project is required to define all
aspects of the proposed lifecycle of the Proposed Development under the following
headings:

Construction;

Commissioning;

Operation;

Decommissioning; and

Description of other related projects.

The following sections present a description of each of these aspects.

Description of Construction

The construction of the proposed 110kV GIS substation will comprise four main
stages, namely;

Site preparation works;

Building Structure Construction;

Building Envelop Construction; and

Fit Out including mechanical and electrical fit-outs and commissioning.

The construction of the 110kV cable installation and 49kVA cable installation will
comprise three main stages, namely;

e Site preparation works and excavations;

e Cable installation, jointing and testing; and

¢ Reinstatement.

The construction of the. new cable bays at the Oldbridge substation will comprise
three main stages, namely;

e Site preparation works and excavations;

e Construction of concrete bases for the electrical apparatus; and

e Fit Out Including M&E and commissioning.

Working Hours

It is anticipated that the construction of the GIS substation, the 110kV transmission
lines and cable bays will be completed during normal construction hours i.e. 7am to
7pm Monday to Friday with a half day working on Saturday (8am -1pm).

However, it is possible that the appointed contractors may wish to carry out certain
operations outside these hours i.e. evening hours during long summer days etc.
Such occurrences will be notified to the local authority, where required and generally
kept to a minimum. Where they do occur, contractors will ensure they take place over
as short a timeframe as possible and as such are unlikely to cause excessive
disturbance. The impact of Covid -19 may require a potentially prolonged
construction schedule

Staffing
The following construction data has been used to estimate peak daily construction
traffic (assumed to occur during civil works period for substation building):

e Average construction staff: 15-20;
e Peak construction staff (peak staff levels during civil works): 30;
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Construction Schedule

e Application for Planning Permission — October 2020
Commence Site Construction works (subject to grant of planning permission)
— Start of Q2 2021

o Completion of Construction and Commissioning — Q2 2022

Site Preparation

The construction of the Permitted Development (MCC ref: LB/191735)) commenced
in Q3 2020 with the completion of construction and commissioning of the remaining
data halls targeted for Q2 2022.

It is proposed that the accesses and haul roads for vehicles, the contractors’
compound and fencing that have been established for the construction of the
Permitted Development will be utilised for the Proposed Development.

The construction compound will facilitate office, portable sanitary facilities, equipment
storage, parking, etc. for contractors. It will be used for the duration of the works.

The site preparation phase for the GIS substation will involve site clearance,
excavations and levelling of the site to the necessary base level for construction,
surveying and setting out for structures and any rerouting of services/connections to
services.

A combination of bulldozer, excavators, trucks and other soil shifting plant will
commence the main site clearance and levelling aspects.

The site preparation required for Proposed Development will be limited with minimal
site clearance required.

Building Construction Works

Foundations and Structure

Following the completion of site clearance and levelling, all structures will require
foundations to structural engineer specifications. Building structures will comprise
standard structural steel frames.

It is anticipated that foundations will require moderate scale excavations. Based on
site conditions (see Chapter 6), no rock breaking or dewatering will be necessary.

Levelling/Cut and Fill

It is envisaged that all of the spoil generated during site preparation/levelling will be
removed from site (see Chapter 14). Waste Management is addressed in Chapter
15.

The importation of fill will be required to facilitate construction of the Proposed
Development. The project engineers, CSEA, have estimated that the importation of
up to 4,800m? of fill material and exportation of 17,000 m® will be required.

Contractors will be required to submit and adhere to a method statement (including
the necessary risk assessments) and indicating the extent of the areas likely to be
affected and demonstrating that this is the minimum disturbance necessary to
achieve the required works.
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Any temporary storage of spoil required will be managed to prevent accidental
release of dust and uncontrolled surface water run-off which may contain sediment
etc. (refer to Chapters 5 & 6 for further details).

Building Envelopes and Finishes
The outer finishing of the building envelopes are intended to be of a similar quality
and appearance to the Permitted Development.

Reinstatement along the 49kVA cable installation route will be as current, i.e.
grassed in greenfield areas and hardstand along paved areas and roads.

Roads, Services and Landscaping
The main internal road system will completed as part of the Permitted Development.

The Proposed Development was considered in the design of the Landscaping for the
Permitted Development. Landscaping will be undertaken in accordance with the
landscape masterplan for the Permitted Development (refer to Chapter 11
Landscape and Visual Impact).

Material Sourcing, Transportation and Storage

Materials

Key materials will include steel, concrete, composite cladding, piping, electrical
cabling, process equipment and architectural finishes. A ‘Just in Time’ delivery
system will operate to minimise storage of materials on site.

Sourcing
Where possible it is proposed to source general construction materials from the
Dublin area to minimize transportation distances.

Storage
Aggregate materials such as sands and gravels will be stored within a secure
compound area to prevent contamination. Liquid materials will be stored within
temporary bunded areas, doubled skinned tanks or bunded containers (all bunds will
conform to standard bunding specifications — BS EN 1992-3:2006) to prevent
spillage.

Transportation

Construction materials will be brought to site by road. Construction materials will be
transported in clean vehicles. Lorries/trucks will be properly enclosed or covered
during transportation of friable construction materials and spoil to prevent the escape
of material along the public roadway.

Waste Management

Chapter 15 contains a detailed description of waste management relating to
construction of the Proposed Development. A site-specific Construction and
Demolition Waste Management Plan is included as Appendix 15.1 of this EIA Report.
This C&D Waste Management Plan will be refined and updated in advance of the
works to ensure best practice is followed in the management of waste from the
Proposed Development.

Noise, Vibration and Dust Nuisance Prevention

With regard to construction activities, reference will be made to BS 5228 (i.e. BS
5228-1:2009+A1:2014 and BS 5228-2:2009+A1:2014) for noise and vibration control
on construction and open sites, which offers detailed guidance on the control of noise
and vibration from demolition and construction activities. A number of mitigation
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measures will be applied during the construction of the Proposed Development,
including:
e Limiting the hours during which site activities which are likely to create high
levels of noise are permitted, e.g. soil levelling/excavations;
e Establishing channels of communication between the contractor/developer,
local authority and residents;
e Appointing a site representative responsible for matters relating to noise and
vibration, and;
e Monitoring typical levels of noise during critical periods and at sensitive
locations.

The contractor will be required to implement works in accordance with a Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to minimise the impact of all aspects of the
construction works on the local environment. The CEMP will include mitigation
measures for emergency response procedures in the event of a spill, leak, fire or
other environmental incident related to construction. A draft CEMP is provided with
the planning documentation.

Furthermore, it is envisaged that a variety of practicable noise control measures will
be employed. These will be defined in the Contractors Environmental Management
Plan (CEMP) based upon the equipment proposed by the contractor:
e Selection of plant with low inherent potential for generation of noise;
e Erection of barriers as necessary around items such as generators or high
duty compressors, and;
e Siting of noisy plant as far away from sensitive receptors as permitted by site
constraints.

Noise and vibration control measures are discussed in detail in Chapter 10 Noise &
Vibration.

The potential for dust to be emitted depends on the type of construction activity being
carried out in conjunction with environmental factors including levels of rainfall, wind
speeds and wind direction. The potential for impact from dust depends on the
distance to potentially sensitive locations and whether the wind can carry the dust to
these locations. The majority of dust produced will be deposited close to the
generated source.

In order to ensure that no dust nuisance occurs, a series of measures will be
implemented and included in the CEMP, comprising:

e Hard surface roads will be swept to remove mud and aggregate materials
from their surface while any unsurfaced roads will be restricted to essential
site traffic only;

e If required, any area/road that has the potential to give rise to fugitive dust will
be regularly watered, as appropriate, during dry and/or windy conditions;

e Vehicles using site roads will have their speed restricted, and this speed
restriction must be enforced rigidly. Indeed, on any un-surfaced site road, this
will be 10km/hour, and on hard surfaced roads as site management dictates;

e In dry conditions vehicles delivering material with dust potential (solil,
aggregates) will be enclosed or covered with tarpaulin at all times to restrict
the escape of dust;

e Wheel washing facilities will be provided for vehicles exiting the site to ensure
that mud and other wastes are not tracked onto public roads;

e Public roads outside the site will be regularly inspected for cleanliness and
cleaned as necessary; and
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2.3.2

2.3.3.

o At all times, these procedures will be strictly monitored and assessed. In the
event of dust emissions occurring outside the site boundary, movements of
materials likely to raise dust would be curtailed and satisfactory procedures
implemented to rectify the problem before the resumption of construction
operations.

Dust nuisance control measures are discussed in further detail in Chapter 9 Air
Quality and Climate.

Water Discharges
Portable welfare and sanitary facilities will be provided for the construction workers at
the construction compound for the Permitted Development.

Any surface water run-off will be adequately contained and treated prior to being
discharged into the FCC drainage network. See Chapter 7 Hydrology for a full
description of mitigation measures proposed.

Construction Impacts

Each of the following EIA Report chapters (Chapters 4-14) includes an assessment
of the potential impact of construction works on their individual environmental aspect
and set out the relevant mitigation measures relating to those aspects.

The primary potential effects from construction are all short-term and are anticipated
to include;

e Effects in terms of nuisances relating to the air quality of the environs due to
dust and other particulate matter generated from excavation works and
effects on the noise environment due to plant and equipment involved in
construction;

o [Effects on the land, soils, geology & hydrogeology of the site during
construction i.e. some loss of protection of the underlying aquifer to
contaminants during site clearance, levelling and excavations etc.; and

o Effects on the local road network and its environs due to construction workers
and other staff attending site during preparation, construction and
commissioning phases.

Mitigation measures to address each of these potential short-term effects are
presented in each individual EIA Report chapter and contained in the CEMP.

Description of Commissioning

Once the construction of the Proposed Development is completed, ESB Networks
will be mobilised to complete the commissioning. Commissioning will be carried out
over a period of 6 months. Commissioning works primarily involve a suitably qualified
individual connecting the relevant cables to a switchgear within the substations.
Following this, energisation can take place.

As there is no requirement for chemicals usage and minimal access to the route by
personnel there is no likely environmental effect as a result of commissioning.

Any hard landscaping and final soft landscaping will be completed.

Operation of the Proposed Development

As stated in Sections 1.1 and 1.3 of Chapter 1, EirGrid will be the transmission
system operator (TSO) and ESB Networks will be the transmission asset owner
(TAO). EirGrid will operate transmission stations, including the proposed new GIS
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substation, remotely from their control centres. However, ESB Networks will carry out
all local operations on Eirgrid’s behalf.

ESB Networks will undertake local operational activities from the substations with
only interim inspections along the transmission line and MV cable installation.

The estimated staff required are outlined in the following paragraphs.

110kV GIS substation

The 110kV GIS substation does not require any full-time staff to operate it. However,
maintenance of the substation will be required by ESB Networks, including a routine
weekly inspection, and a more comprehensive inspection once per year. The weekly
inspection of the GIS substation will take a maximum of 8 hours on a single day and
will be conducted by up to 2 staff.

In addition to the weekly inspections, more comprehensive maintenance works will
take place annually on each cubicle. This will require up to 4 staff to conduct testing
at the substation over a maximum period of 15 days (120 hours).

It is expected that the proposed 4 new transformers (to be located east of and
adjacent to the 110 kV GIS substation) will also be inspected during this time.

Underground 110kV Transmission Line

Once constructed, the underground transmission line will not require any staff to
operate it. Instead, two ESB Networks maintenance staff will carry out a routine
inspection of the asset one year after completion and once every three years
thereafter.

Underground 49kVA Cable Installation

Once constructed, the underground cable installation will not require any staff to
operate it. Instead, two ESB Networks maintenance staff will carry out a routine
inspection of the asset one year after completion and once every three years
thereafter. These inspections are likely to be conducted at the same time the
underground 110kV transmission line is inspected.

Traffic relating to staff movements have been assessed as part of the traffic and
transportation chapter of this EIA Report (Chapter 13).

2.3.4 Decommissioning of the Proposed Development

The lifespan of the Proposed Development is not defined but it is anticipated that it
will be maintained, and periodic upgrading undertaken over a long lifetime to meet
future demand and upgrade in technology.

If the GIS substation is no longer required over the long term, then full
decommissioning in accordance with prevailing best practice will be undertaken.

Retirement of any cables will involve decoupling the cable from the switchgear. An
excavation pit of approximately 10m? will then be established. The cable to be retired
will be identified within this excavation pit and spiked (to ensure that decoupling from
the switchgear has been successful and the cable is not live). The cable will then be
cut and capped to protect the exposed cable. The excavated pit can be reinstated
using the excavated material, with no import of fill required. The retired cable can
remain in situ in the ground, with the potential for it to be returned to operation should
it be required in the future.
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2.6

2.7

SUSTAINABILITY ENERGY EFFICIENCY & RESOURCE USE

Eirgrid and ESB Networks are committed to running their businesses in the most
environmentally friendly way possible. ESB Networks is a subsidiary within ESB
Group. The ESB Group has identified energy efficiency as a strategic priority within
its Brighter Future strategy. ESB Group is a commercial semi-state-owned company
(95% state-owned) and is committed to supporting and being exemplar in the
delivery of Ireland’s 2020 public sector targets. These targets, outlined in the fourth
National Energy Efficiency Action Plan (2017 — 2020) (NEEAP), include an energy
efficiency target of 33% for the public sector.

HEALTH & SAFETY
Design and Construction Health and Safety

The Proposed Development has been designed in accordance with the Safety,
Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 (S.I. 10 of 2005) as amended and the Safety,
Health and Welfare at Work (General Application) Regulations 2007 to 2016 (S.l. 299
of 2007, S.I. 445 of 2012, S.I. 36 of 2016) as amended and associated regulations.

The Proposed Development has been designed by skilled personnel in accordance
with internationally recognised standards, design codes, legislation, good practice
and experience based on a number of similar developments.

General Operational Health and Safety

ESB Networks has an Environmental Safety and Health Management System (EMS)
which will be implemented at the Proposed Development.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The Proposed Development is to be located on suitably zoned lands adjacent to
extensive industrial development (details of zoning can be found in Chapter 3). The
Proposed Development, when operational, will generate limited additional traffic, air,
noise and water emissions and wastes generation from activities etc.

During construction, there is the potential for temporary nuisance impacts from traffic,
dust, noise and construction waste, if not carefully managed. All contractors will be
required to implement a CEMP to ensure each of these potential impacts are
minimised.

Each chapter of this EIA Report assesses the potential impact of the construction
and operation of the Proposed Development on the receiving environment. Please
refer to each specialist chapter respectively.

MAJOR ACCIDENTS/DISASTERS

The 2014 EIA Directive and associated Draft EPA EIA Guidelines require that the
vulnerability of the project to major accidents, and/or natural disasters (such as
earthquakes, landslides, flooding, sea level rise etc.) is considered in the EIA Report.
The site has been assessed in relation to the following external natural disasters;

OLDBRIDGE SID EIAR Chapter 2, Page 18



Chapter 2 — Description of the Proposed Development AWN Consulting Limited

2.8

landslides, seismic activity and volcanic activity and sea level rise/flooding as
outlined below. The potential for major accidents to occur at the data storage facility
has also been considered with reference to Seveso/COMAH.

Landslides, Seismic Activity and Volcanic Activity

There is a negligible risk of landslides occurring at the site and in the immediate
vicinity due to the topography and soil profile of the site and surrounding areas.
There is no history of seismic activity in the vicinity of the site. There are no active
volcanoes in Ireland so there is no risk of volcanic activity. Further detail is provided
in Chapter 6 Land, Soils, Geology & Hydrogeology.

Flooding/Sea Level Rise

The potential risk of flooding on the site was also assessed. A Stage 1 Flood Risk
Assessment was carried out and it was concluded that the Proposed Development is
not at risk of flooding. Furthermore, it is not expected that the Proposed Development
would adversely impact on flood risk for other neighbouring properties. Further detail
is provided in Chapter 7 Hydrology and Appendix 7.2 Stage 1 Flood Risk
Assessment.

Seveso/COMAH

The Proposed Development will not be a Seveso/COMAH facility. The only
substance stored on site controlled under Seveso/COMAH will be diesel for a single
back up generator (tank capacity 1m?) and the transformers (tank capacity 36m?) and
the amounts proposed do not exceed the relevant thresholds of the Seveso directive.

Minor Accidents/Leaks

There is a potential impact on the receiving environment as a result of minor
accidents/leaks of fuel/oils during the construction and operational phases. However,
the implementation of the mitigation measures set out in Chapters 6 and 7 will ensure
the risk of minor accidents/leaks of fuel/oils is low and that the residual effect on the
environment is imperceptible.

RELATED DEVELOPMENT AND CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

The Proposed Development is designed to support power demand for the permitted
data storage development and potential development of the future indicative data
storage buildings south of the GIS substation (which will be subject to separate
planning applications and EIA Reports), within the overall landholding. The 49kVA
cable installation is intended to provide a house power supply to the proposed GIS
substation. The cumulative impact of the Proposed Development with permited and
future indicative Masterplan developments within the overall landholding have been
considered in Chapter 16 Cumulative Impact, to the extent possible, having regard to
the preliminary nature of the future indicative plans for the overall landholding.

As part of the assessment of the impact of the Proposed Development, the
cumulative impacts of the Proposed Development with other developments that are
existing, currently permitted or under construction within the vicinity of the site,
neighbouring industrial parks and surrounding areas have been assessed. A list of
the other developments considered is provided in Chapter 3 Planning and
Development Context. The cumulative impact assessment of the Proposed
Development with these other developments is provided in Chapter 16 of this EIA
Report. With mitigation for each environmental aspect, there are no predicted
significant cumulative effects.
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3.0

3.1

3.2

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT
INTRODUCTION

This chapter will examine the Proposed Development within the context of the Meath
County Council (MCC) planning policy.

Following consultation with An Bord Pleanala (ABP) by conference call on August 11"
2020, it was confirmed that the Proposed Development meets the relevant criteria
and constitutes a Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) under Section 182A &
182B of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

The site for the Proposed Development is situated within the administrative area of
MCC, and therefore the Planning and Development Framework with which the
Proposed Development complies is defined by the Meath County Development Plan
2013 — 2019.

The following sections describe how the Proposed Development is in compliance with
the stated and statutory requirements of MCC with respect to planning and
sustainable development.

The project is designed to support the power demand of the data storage facility
development permitted under Meath County Council Reg. Ref LB/191735 and to
serve the power needs of potential future development on the overall landholding of ¢
19.46 hectares at the Drogheda IDA Business and Technology Park.

NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND LOCAL PLANNING CONTEXT
National Planning Framework — Ireland 2040

The National Planning Framework (herein referred to as the NPF) was published in
February 2018 and contains policies which are supportive of the development of
information and communications technology (ICT) infrastructure, with particular
reference made to data centres. National Strategic Outcome 6 of the NPF relates to
the creation of “A Strong Economy Supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills”.
This strategic outcome is underpinned by a range of objectives relating to job creation
and the fostering of enterprise and innovation.

The following objective, relating to ICT infrastructure (including data centres) is
included under National Strategic Outcome 6:

“Promotion of Ireland as a sustainable international destination for ICT infrastructures
such as data centres and associated economic activities.”

The Proposed Development comprises a substation and associated ancillary
development designed to support ICT and surrounding future development. A full
description of the Proposed Development is available in Chapter 2 Description of the
Proposed Development.
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Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midlands
Regional Assembly

The Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and
Midlands Regional Assembly (EMRA) includes Regional Policy Objective (RPO) 8.23
which states the following:

“Local Authorities shall:

e Support and facilitate delivery of the National Broadband Plan.

e Facilitate enhanced international fibre communications links, including full
interconnection between the fibre networks in Northern Ireland and the Republic
of Ireland.

o Promote and facilitate the sustainable development of a high-quality ICT
network throughout the Region in order to achieve balanced social and
economic development, whilst protecting the amenities of urban and rural
areas.

e Support the national objective to promote Ireland as a sustainable international
destination for ICT infrastructures such as data centres and associated
economic activities at appropriate locations.”

Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area (2010 — 2022)

The Regional Planning Guidelines (RPGs) for the Greater Dublin Area 2010 — 2022
set out the planned direction for growth up to 2022 by giving regional effect to the
National Spatial Strategy (NSS). The RPGs provide an overall strategic context for
the Development Plans of each local authority in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA)
including enterprise and employment creation.

The subject site is located within the Large Growth Townland of Drogheda. It is noted
that Drogheda, primarily located within the Border Region, also extends into part of
Co. Meath, and part of Co. Louth. As a Large Growth Town, Drogheda is identified as
an economically active town supporting surrounding areas.

The RPGs supports economic development within the GDA and clustering of
development within identified strategic employment areas.

Meath County Development Plan 2013-2019

The Meath County Development Plan 2013-2019 (MCDP) sets out a coherent spatial
planning framework for the County within the context of national and regional policies.

The plan covers the administrative area of County Meath situated in north Leinster,
along the east coast of Ireland. The county occupies a land area of over 230,000
hectares and is the second largest county in Leinster. It adjoins Dublin to the south
and this geographical proximity and the strong functional relationship between the
two counties results in Meath being a vital component of the GDA.
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The aim of the MCDP is to drive the present-day evolution of the county and to
establish a framework for the coordinated and sustainable economic, social, cultural
and environmental development of County Meath.

The relative policies and objectives of the MCDP in relation to Water, Drainage,
Environmental Services, Transport, Waste, Cultural Heritage, Natural Assets and
Environment have been addressed in the relevant chapters of this EIA Report.

Zoning

The application site is subject to the E1 zoning objective (as per the consolidated zoning
maps for the Development Plan as varied) (as shown in Figure 3.1), with a stated
objective to “facilitate opportunities for high technology and major campus style office
based employment within high quality and accessible locations”. The proposal
constitutes electricity transmission infrastructure which will support permitted and future
high technology development in the area.

Figure 3.1 Extract from Zoning Map of the Meath County Development Plan 2013-
2019 (approximate extent of the subject site outlined in red)

E1 zoning provides for the following range of permissible uses:

“Bio Technology Manufacturing, Call Centres, Childcare Facility, Convenience Oultlet,
Green / Clean Light Industries, Education (third level), High Technology Manufacturing,
Information Communication Technologies, International and National Traded Services,
Knowledge Based Economic Development, Offices 100 to 1,000 sg. m., Offices >1,000
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sg. m., Medical and Related Uses, Research & Development, Science & Technology
Based Enterprise, Telecommunication Structures, Water Services / Public Services.”

The following uses are open for consideration under the E1 zoning objective:

“Uses Advertisement and Advertising Structures, Conference/Event Centre, Education,
Enterprise / Training Centre, Leisure Facilities, Hotel / Aparthotel, Industry — Light,
Industry — General, Restaurant / Café, Petrol Station, Transport Depot/Logistics,
Warehousing.”

Public services are permitted in principle under the E1 zoning objective pertaining to the
subject site. The proposed development will comprise public services in the form of
electricity infrastructure which will form part of the National Grid.

The Development Plan provides further guidance on the E1 zoning objective as follows:

“E1 zones facilitate opportunities for high end, high value added businesses and
corporate headquarters. This adheres to the concept of 4th Generation Science &
Technology Parks. It is envisaged that such locations are suitable for high density
employment generating activity with associated commercial development located
adjacent to or in close proximity to high frequency public transport corridors. This will
apply to suitable lands in Navan, Drogheda and Dunboyne. The Maynooth Environs
Local Area Plan also contains E1 zones.” (emphasis added)

The proposed development constitutes infrastructure to support high technology, high
value-added uses, which will generate employment at the subject site and the
surrounding area, thereby according with the foregoing.

Economic Development Strategy

It is the policy of MCC to facilitate economic development and the growth of
employment in the county through support for objectives which promote economic,
social, and cultural development and in assisting the provision of employment
opportunities for all.

The Proposed Development is located in Drogheda, one of two Large Growth Town
identified in the MCDP. Drogheda is also considered in the MCDP as a Primary
Economic Centre. The Proposed Development is supported by objectives and
policies outlined in the MCDP, which have been summarised in Table 3.1 below.

The Proposed Development will act on the potential of undeveloped lands and
provide construction jobs, and direct and indirect employment in the area through
facilitating the permitted data storage facility development and future development in
the area.
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3.3

Table 3.1 MCDP Relevant Economic Development Policies and Objectives

Policy/Objective Summary Compliance

ED POL 3 To encourage and facilitate the The Proposed Development is
successful development of the 5 no. key located within the  South
strategic employment sites in the County Drogheda (IDA Business &
as identified in the Economic Technology Park) key strategic
Development Strategy for County Meath employment site.

2014-2022. These are to develop as
regional anchors of enterprise and
employment creation, promoting a mix of
employment types and thereby reducing
the need for residents of County Meath
to commute outside the County for

employment.

ED OBJ 3 To ensure that sufficient and suitable The Proposed Development will
land is zoned for sustainable large scale realise the potential of the
and general industry at the major currently  undeveloped lands
employment centres of  Navan, within the primary economic
Drogheda Environs, Ashbourne, growth area and bring
Dunboyne and Kells and to a scale and employment to the area.

extent befitting their respective roles in
the Economic Development &
Settlement hierarchies.

The Economic Development Strategy for County Meath 2014-2022 (EDS) sets
evidence-based measures aimed at accelerating the economic transformation,
revitalisation and sustainable development of County Meath.

The locality of the Proposed Development within the environs of Drogheda has been
identified as a main designated centre of economic activity in Meath.

Owing to its zoning and location, the Proposed Development site is a strategic site
with the potential for development. Strategic sites are opportunities for economic and
employment development around the county, including for the ability to attract more
foreign direct investment into the county.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Irelands Framework for Sustainable Development by the Department of the
Environment, Community and Local Government, ‘Our Sustainable Future’, launched
in 2012 with subsequent progress report in 2015. It provides a framework to ensure
that development is undertaken in a sustainable manner.

'Our Sustainable Future’ aims to ensure that development is carried out sustainably
and in an environmentally sound manner which includes optimisation of natural
resources, minimisation of waste, safe and sparing use of chemicals and the
application of clean technology.

All of these aspects will be integral considerations in the construction and operation of
the Proposed Development on a day to day basis and are addressed within this EIA
Report where appropriate.
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3.4 PLANNING PERMISSIONS

As part of the assessment of the impact of the Proposed Development, account has
been taken of developments that are currently permitted, or under construction and
substantial projects for which planning has been submitted within the neighbouring
industrial parks and surrounding areas.

The proposed site is located in an area zoned as a Strategic Employment Zone (High
Technology Uses) and is located within the Drogheda IDA Business and Technology
Park, a designated industrial park.

The MCC Planning Department website was consulted in order to generate a list of
granted planning permissions from the surrounding areas of the Proposed
Development within the previous five years (since September 2015). The areas
considered were Rathmullan and Drogheda. There are residential estates to the north
of the Proposed Development site as indicated in Chapter 2 but any permission in
these estates are on a small scale and are not considered noteworthy in the context
of this assessment and will have minimal environmental impact. The outcome of the
planning search is presented in Appendix 3.1.

As the site is within close proximity to the MCC and Louth County Council (LCC)
administrative boundaries, the LCC website was also consulted. This includes a
search for planning permissions granted within the last five years within Drogheda.
Similar to the above paragraph, there are a number of residential permissions to the
east of the Proposed Development site that have been omitted due to their small
scale. Appendix 3.2 presents a list of the notable applications to LCC (or An Bord
Pleanala (ABP), where indicated) within the past five years.

The developments listed in Appendices 3.1 and 3.2 have been considered where
appropriate throughout the EIA Report, in particular in the traffic assessment in
Chapter 13 (Traffic and Transportation) and in the cumulative impact assessment in
Chapter 16 (Cumulative Impact) of this EIA Report.

Site-Specific Planning History

The following section outlines the planning permissions relating the subject site and
adjacent lands. Appendix 3.3 presents a summary of such applications.

As demonstrated in Appendix 3.3, there is a significant number of previous planning
histories pertaining to the IDA Business and Technology Park, since the original
applications for the main entrance and the site development works and infrastructure
for the business park, both of which were subject to grants of permission in the year
2000.

The majority of the permissions pertaining to the site and adjacent lands have not
been implemented, with the exception of the office building and associated car park
located to the north east of the current application site.

EirGrid has confirmed that a programme for the delivery of the Uprate of the Platin —
Drybridge 110 kV Circuit is being developed, however works are expected to be
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3.5

3.6

completed by 2024. Subject to consent, the data centre project is expected to be
operational by 2023. The proposed works occur on the Platin — Drybridge 110 kV Circuit
and whilst details are not known at this stage, the uprate works will likely comprise
recapping of shear blocks at the base of OHL structures and other essential
maintenance works including painting, repair and or replacement of conductors, fittings,
insulators and hardware, rakers and other members, signage and notices. The
replacement or addition of steel towers and / or wood polesets may also be necessary
as part of the works. The uprate project will be subject to separate Screening for
Appropriate Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment Screening by EirGrid to
examine and assess the potential effects on European Sites and environment generally,
alone and in combination with other plans and project.

CONSULTATION

AWN, the Applicant and the project team have liaised with An Bord Pleanala (ABP) in
advance of lodgement of the Proposed Development on August 11th, 2020. Previously
consultation meetings were held with Meath County Council as part of the application for
the permitted data storage facility development in which the future GIS substation
development was shown as part of future infrastructure on the 23" October 2019 and
27" November 2019.

AWN and the other respective EIA contributors/authors have incorporated advice and
comments received into the relevant chapters of this EIA Report.

RELEVANT PLANNING HISTORY

Planning history for relevant development in the IDA Business and Technology Park
is presented below. Appendix 3.1 -3.3 presents developments permitted in the
surrounding area.

Meath County Council Req. Ref.: LB/191735 — Permitted Data Storage Facility
Development

On the 31% of March 2020, a final grant of permission was issued by the Planning
Authority for a data storage facility development. The Permitted Development was
described as follows within the public notices:

. “Alterations to existing road infrastructure within the site and
clearance of the site (including removal of existing internal roadways
and removal / diversion of services) to make way for the Proposed
Development;

. Construction of a two storey (with mezzanine levels at both storeys)
data storage facility building with a maximum overall height of c. 25
metres, containing data halls, associated electrical and AHU Plant
Rooms, a loading bay, maintenance and storage space, office
administration areas, screened

. “Alterations to existing road infrastructure within the site and
clearance of the site (including removal of existing internal roadways
and removal / diversion of services) to make way for the Proposed
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Development;

. Construction of a two storey (with mezzanine levels at both storeys)
data storage facility building with a maximum overall height of c. 25
metres, containing data halls, associated electrical and AHU Plant
Rooms, a loading bay, maintenance and storage space, office
administration areas, screened

plant and solar panels at roof level, all within a building with a total
gross floor area (GFA) of c. 28,573 sq.m;

. Emergency generators (26 no.), emission stacks and associated
plant are provided in a fenced compound adjacent to the data
storage facility, along with a single emergency house supply

generator;

. A 6 MVA substation and associated 6MVA electricity connection;

. A water sprinkler pump room, MV Building, unit substation, water
storage tanks, humidifier tanks and diesel tanks and filling area;

. Modification of the existing entrance to the subject site (from the

estate road to the east), which will function as a secondary entrance
providing for emergency and construction access. A new main
entrance and access control point to the lands is proposed (also
from the estate road to the east) and a single-storey gate house /
security building at this entrance with a GFA of ¢. 29.5 sgq.m.;

. Construction of internal road network and circulation areas,
footpaths, provision of 50 no. car parking spaces and 26 no. cycle
parking spaces within a bicycle shelter;

. Landscaping and planting (including provision of an additional
planted berm to the northern boundary, and alterations to existing
landscaping adjacent to the entrance to the Business and
Technology Park), boundary treatments, lighting, security fencing,
bollards and camera poles, bin store, and all associated site works
including underground foul and storm water drainage network,
attenuation areas, and utility cables, on an application site area
measuring 19.46 hectares.”

An EIAR was submitted with the application, and the Planning Authority
completed Environmental Impact Assessment of the development
proposals. The EIAR made reference to the requirement for a separate
future planning application for a Substation and transmission line
connection to serve the data storage facility development. The Substation
and transmission line development were cumulatively assessed within the
EIAR and it was noted that any application for a Substation and transmission
line connection would be subject to a separate Environmental Impact
Assessment process.

The Permitted Development provided for a first phase of data storage
facility development on a portion of a wider landholding at this location. The
Permitted Development also included the development of an internal access
road to serve the site of the Proposed Development.

The architectural and engineering drawings submitted under Meath County
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Council Reg. Ref.: LB/191735 provided an illustrative outline of the location
of the Proposed Development. An extract of the architectural site layout plan
for the Permitted Development is provided below:

g

Indicative location of proposed
development

Permitted data
storage facility

7

Figure 3.2 Extract of MCA Architects Site Layout Plan Reg Ref LB/191735 Drogh

eda IDA

Business and Technology Park.

Meath County Council Req. Ref.: 99/2466 — Entrance to Business and Technology

Park

A final grant of permission was issued by the Planning Authority on the 9™ of
February 2000 for development consisting of “a road entrance onto
Drogheda to Donore Road for proposed future I.D.A. Business Park which
will be subject to a separate planning application & Environmental Impact
Statement”.

Meath County Council Req. Ref.: 00/1642 — Parent Permission for Business and

Technology Park

On the 11" of December 2000, a final grant of permission was issued by the
Planning Authority for development comprising “site development works for
proposed IDA Drogheda Business Park, inclusive of internal roads & access
junction to Donore Road, sewers, water mains, pavements & related
landscaping works. An Environmental Impact Statement accompanies this
application.”

This is the parent permission for the existing IDA Business and Technology
Park. The grant of permission for the Business Park was subject to 35
conditions.
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Meath County Council Req. Ref. 00/4121

On the 11™ of December 2000, a final grant of permission was issued by the
Planning Authority for development comprising “3 no. 4 storey office
buildings, 1 single story security control building inclusive of associated hard
and soft landscaping, car parking, external signage and associated site
development works”.

Meath County Council Req. Ref.: SA/30292

On the 19" of November 2003, a final grant of permission was issued by the
Planning Authority for development comprising “the erection of a 6.7m high
x 2.2m wide double sided powder coated aluminium sign with lettering at
the entrance of the IDA Business and Technology Park”.

Meath County Council Req. Ref. SA/20311

On the 25™ of February 2003, a final grant of permission was issued by the
Planning Authority for development comprising the demolition of three
existing dwellings.

Meath County Council Req. Ref: SA/30020

On the 14™ of April 2003, a final grant of permission was issued by the
Planning Authority for development comprising “an advanced business and
technology unit, with a 2031 sg m. work area, 382 sgq m.
administration/office area with associated ancillary service and plant
spaces. Car parking for 80 cars will be provided, along with a paved service
yard and landscaping”.

Meath County Council Req. Ref: SA/40284

On the 26" of August 2004, a decision to grant permission was issued in
respect of a development comprising “the erection of a 2,203 sgm, two-
storey office building with third-storey plantroom, 10.120 m in overall height,
with associated access roads, car-parking, hard and soft landscaping,
amendments to previously -approved estate road and ancillary
infrastructural works on a 0.76 hectare site at the eastern side of IDA
Drogheda Business & Technology park”.

The decision was subject to appeal; however, the appeal was found to be
invalid by An Bord Pleanéla.

Meath County Council Req. Ref. SA/ 40383

On the 7" of January 2005, a final grant of permission was issued by the
Planning Authority for development comprising ‘“the construction of a
2203sqg.m two storey office building with third storey plantroom, 10.120m in
overall height, with associated access roads, car parking, hard and soft
landscaping, amendments to previously approved estate road and ancillary
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3.7

infrastructural works on a 0.72 hectare site to the northern side and adjacent
the eastern access road roundabout”.

Meath County Council Req. Ref.: SA/50286 — Office Building Adjacent to the Subject

Site

On the 7™ of November 2005, a final grant of permission was issued by the
Planning Authority for development consisting of “erection of two no. 2164
sg.m, two storey office buildings with third storey plantroom, known as Units
D2 and D3, 10.120m in overall height, with associated access roads, car
parking, hard and soft landscaping and amendments to the previously
approved site for office building, Unit D7 (formerly known as Unit 12D), Reg.
Ref.SA/40383 to consist of revised site area, boundaries and car parking
layout, associated hard and soft landscaping works, ancillary works and a
new east west estate road on an overall site 1.9 hectares”.

Meath County Council Reg. Ref. SA/50502 — Car Park Adjacent to the Subiject Site

On the 27" of March 2006, a final grant of permission was issued by the
Planning Authority in respect of development comprising “an additional
carpark adjacent to the site of office building, Unit D7 and consequent
amendments to the previously approved site for Unit D7 (Reg. Ref.
SA/40383 and SA/50286) which will consist of revised site area, boundaries
and carparking layout, associated hard and soft landscaping works and
ancillary woks on an overall site of 1.29 hectares”.

Meath County Council Reg. Ref: SA/60236

On the 215t of August 2006, a final grant of permission was issued in respect
of development comprising “5056sqm four storey office building with roof
plantroom and associated access road, car parking, hard and soft
landscaping and retention of a 21.63sg.m. single storey security hut and
associated landscaping and site works on a 1.27 hectare site.”

Additional planning approvals for the surrounding area are presented in
Appendix 3.1.

PLANNING CONCLUSIONS

The Proposed Development will be in keeping with all of the aspects of the relevant
policy documents as described in Section 3.2 and 3.3 above. The Proposed
Development will be situated on suitably zoned lands in the Drogheda area.

The policies and objectives of MCC regarding the conservation, protection and
enhancement of environmental resources and assets of the region will not be
contravened by this Proposed Development, as will be described in the relevant
chapters in this EIA Report.
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In conclusion, it can be stated that the Proposed Development complies fully with the
stated requirements of MCC and will deliver a key piece of supporting infrastructure.
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Meath
County
Council
Planning D A f Devel Location of g_utclome &
Application Summary Description of Development Development |naD Grant
Reference ate
No. &
Applicant
Works to include the installation of new
mezzanine floor, the installation of new
FS16098 emergency & general lighting, alterations
to existing fire alarm, laying of floor Costa Coffee GRANT
finishes, erection of internal stud wall Drogheda Retail PERMISSION
Costa Coffee, partitions, installation of prefabricated Park
C/o Mr Sekar prefabricated feature joinery items such Donore Road 17/10/2016
Natarajan, as balustrades, coffee counter etc, Drogheda, Co Meath
internal decoration & installation of fixed
& loose furniture and the refurbishment of
the existing WC
FS19155
. GRANT
Cpn;tructlon of new pre-school (Creche) Rathmullen Road, PERMISSION
Glenveagh within the Proposed Development at Drogheda, Co Meath
Homes Ltd Rathmullen Road, Drogheda, Co Meath 03/10/2019
LB170240 The installation of a new mezzanine floor Cgfggh%%f;eseggillt’ GRANT
i 2
MBCC Foods with an area of 54m? at 2.9 metres from Park, Donore Road, PERMISSION
T/A Costa ground floor level and a new emergency Drogheda. Count
Coffee escape door on the north elevation. 9 Mea{th y 25/07/2017
Demolition of an existing agricultural shed
and the construction of 156 no.
LB170675 dwellinghouses, creche and all Rathmullan Road GRANT
. i PERMISSION
Gallow Ash associated ancillary development works Drogheda
Limited |_nclu_d|ng access, parking, footpaths, Co. Meath 15/06/2018
lighting, foul and surface/storm water
drainage, landscaping and amenity areas.
The construction of an extension to this
retail warehouse unit comprising a stock .
CETOR? room and an outdoor display area, Un'tRle'At‘éiIID Ir:)oagrrlleda GRANT
Investment internal modifications and fit-out, Donore Road PERMISSION
Obportunities associated elevational changes including Drogheda. Co
ppICAV new fire exits, signage and all associated gMeatH ’ 13/02/2019
site works neccessary to facilitate the
development
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SH305552

PL17.305552

Trailford Ltd

(i) demolition of existing farm
buildings/structures (1160sgm) on site; (ii)
construction of 661 no. residential
dwellings and a neighbourhood centre
adjacent to the site’s eastern boundary,
consisting of a childcare facility (486sqm),
café (63sgm) and retail unit (318sgm); (iii)
a 4-arm signalised junction and works to
Rathmullan Road, including the widening
of the existing carriageway to 6 metres
and the provision of a 2 metre wide
footpath linking the Proposed
Development to the River Boyne
Boardwalk; (iv) 2 no. priority junctions
(one along the site’s eastern boundary to
provide access to the neighbourhood
centre and one along the site’s southern
boundary to provide a second access to
the development), realignment and
upgrade works to the un-named local
road along the site frontage to the south
of the new signalised junction with
Rathmullan Road; (v) Construction of a
strategic foul water pumping station in the
north-eastern corner of the site; and (vi)
all associated site, landscaping and
infrastructural works, including foul and
surface water drainage, attenuation
areas, open space areas, boundary walls
and fences, internal roads and cycle
paths and footpaths. The 661 no.
residential dwellings consist of the
following: « 509 no. double storey semi-
detached and terraced houses
comprising 158 no. 2-bed houses, 269
no. 3-bed houses and 82 no. 4-bed
houses; and * 152 no. apartments (in
Blocks B1, B2, B3, C, D, E & G which
vary from 3 to 5 storeys in height)
comprising 13 no. 1-bed apartments and
139 no. 2-bed apartments. A total of
1,366 no. car parking spaces are
proposed, including 1018 no. spaces (2
no. on curtilage spaces per dwelling)
serving the proposed dwellings, 195 no.
spaces serving the proposed apartments;
111 no. spaces serving visitors to the
development; and 42 no. spaces serving
the proposed neighbourhood centre. A
total of 188 no. bicycle parking spaces
are proposed, including 154 no. spaces
serving the proposed apartments and 34
no. spaces serving the proposed
neighbourhood centre. The development
also features 9.15 hectares of public open
space, including landscaped play spaces
and pocket parks throughout the
development and 6.13 hectares of
landscaped open space provided
adjacent to the Boyne River and M1
motorway frontages. This application is
accompanied by an Environmental

Rathmullan Road
Rathmullan
Drogheda, Co.
Meath

GRANT
PERMISSION

29/01/2020
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type H and 10 No. two storey three
bedroom semi detached houses type J
and associated site works

Meath

Appendix 3.1 AWN Consulting Limited
Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and a
Natura Impact Statement (NIS).
Scribbles & Giggles
Pre-School Day
FS17170 Centre GRANT
75.9 m2 side extension consisting of a Knightswood, PERMISSION
Melanie Bell single open plan classroom Matthews Lane
Platin Road, 13/03/2018
Lagavoreen
Drogheda, Co Meath
EXTENSION OF DURATION OF
PLANNING PERMISSION REF. NO.
R b s
. . ’ Lagavooren, PERMISSION
Ton provision of new site access from
Cromxell Lagavooren Manor, construction of 7 new Droghl/|1eda;1, Co. /02/201
dwelling houses including drainage eat 06/02/2015
connection, car parking and all
associated sit works
EXTENSION OF DURATION OF
PLANNING PERMISSION REF. NO.
SA/900997 - Revisions to previously
approved mixed use development Reg
Ref SA60309. The development will
consist of a 2 & 3 storey mixed use
development comprising 2996sgm leisure
centre, 1694.5sgm of retail space Avourwen Village &
LB141166 including an off lience, 389sqm medical The Medows Plattin GRANT
) centre, 707sgm creche with 120sgm Road Duleek PERMISSION
Rockview outdoor play area, underground car park oad Duleex,
Development with 90 spaces, surface car park with 122 Drogheda, Co. 24/02/2015
Ltd spaces, internal ancillary areas including Meath
circulation, plant rooms along with all
external ancillary site development works
including landscaing & boundary
treatments & the omission of 4 no.
previously approved type F housing
blocks comprising 6 no. ground floor
residential units & 6 no.. first/second floor
duplex residential units
Change of house type from 14 No. two
storey town houses types AB & C
permitted as units 1-14 in planning Knightswood,
LB141185 permission SA/70537 extended under Matthew Lane, Platin PESI\R/I/IA\S’\IS-II-ON
permission SA/121086 to 2 No. two Road, Lagavoreen,
Joe Murphy storey three bedroom detached house Drogheda, Co
Developments y 9 P 25/03/2015
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change of use of the previously permitted
motor sales outlet (1680sgm) to medical
clinic use at ground and first floor levels
including ancillary staff, patient and
administration areas. The development
SA120901 will also consist of minor elevational
e o Shes | Uit 10Drogreca | GranT
DDF = - Retail Park, Donore PERMISSION
Partnership and a new canopy to eX|